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HOLY COMMUNION. 
1 5 Conſiſting of 
OCCASIONAL PRAYERS 
. 


MEDITATIONS, 


Collected out of ſuch Authors only, as are thought to 
have excelled in this Kind of Writing; 


To which are prefixed 


Some PROPOSITIONS, and two 
DiscouRSES. 


* 


WHEREIN ARE SHOWN. 


The Nature, End, and Deſign of the Holy Communion ; 
the Obligations to frequent it, and the Qualifications or 
Preparation neceſſary, in order to a due and worthy 
Receiving it: and that the Fears and Scruples occaſioned 
by the Words of St. Paul, about Eating and Drinking 
our own Damnation, are groundleſi. . 


$5 The Communion Service, likewiſe, is bound up with this Book, in 
order to make it Complete, 
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DISCOURSE I. 


NE great End of our Saviour's 
> Coming into the World, was to de- 
emgg liver Men from that Yoke of cere- 
monious Performances, which neither they 
nor their Fathers were able to bear : and to 
eſtabliſh Religion upon the Foot of Virtue - 
and everlaſting Righteouſneſs. The World 
had from the Beginning been ſo addicted to 
ritual and external Obſervances, and laid fo 
at Streſs on ſenſitive and outward Parts 
of Worſhip ; that God in Condeſcenſion to 
their Infirmity, and confidering the Hard- 
neſs of their Hearts, had for ſeveral Ages 
thought fit to prove the Obedience of his 
peculiar People the Jews, by giving them 
ſuch poſitive Precepts, as had not in them- 
ſelves any real and intrinſick worth; but 
their Obligation depended wholly, upon 
their being poſitively commanded. Theſe 
Rites were external and ſenſible; ſuited to 
the Capacity of ſuch Perſons, whoſe Minds 
could not immediately reliſh the more ſub- 
| Aae and ſpiritual Parts of Religion. A 
5 f © willing 


N 


villas, and. diligent Obſervance. of them; 
was indeed an evident Proof of an obedient: 
and ſincere Mind; and a wilful Neglect of 
them, when commanded, a manifeſt Token 
of a ſtiff-necked, ſtubborn, and perverſe 
Generation; but yet they were not, in their 
0Wn Nature, Acts of Piety; or conduced 
any thing, of themſelves, towards the per- 
fecting o the Soul, and making it like unto 
God. Hence, though theſe Things were 
not to be left undone; yet the weigbtier Mat- 
ters of the Law, were always Judgement, 
Mercy, and Truth. To theſe, God conti- 
nually exhorted his People by the Prophets; 
and declared upon all Occaſions, that their 
ritual Obſervations, in compariſon of theſe 
more important Duties, were of no Value ; 
and without them, were even Abominations 
in his Sight. Thinkeſt thou that I will eat 
Bulls Fleſh, or drink the Blood of Goats ; 
— but offer unto God Thankſgiving, and 

ay thy Vows unto-the moſt High. Pſ. l. 13. 
God did therefore, by a Succeſſion of Pro- 
phets, wean the Jews by Degrees, as they - 
were able to bear it, from their too high 
Eſteem of ritual and ceremomous Perfor- 
mances ; and inculcated to them the true 
and ſpiritual Nature of Reli ion; till at laſt 
in the Fulneſs of Tim when the World: 
was prepared for the Reception of the Goſ- 
pel, he "Ig aboliſhed thoſe Rites by the 
Coming 
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Coming of his Son, whom he /ent fortb 
into he World made under the Law, to re- 

17 deem them that were under the Law, that u 
7 might receive the Adoption of Sons. Our Re- 
ligion therefore Now conſiſts not in ſuch 
3 outward and ceremonial Parts of Worſhip, 

2 whoſe Obſervance was difficult, and their 
. Signification oft-times obſcure. We know 
ö that God is à Spirit; and they that will wor- 

1 ip him acceptably, muſt worſhip him in Spi- 4 
rit and in Truth. The Perfection of our 

Religion, is to imitate the Life of God in 

Holineſs, and eving eſcaped the Corruption 

3 that is in the World through Luft, that is, 
through the Temptations of Ambition, 

2 Covetouſneſs, and Senſuality; having eſ- 
caped Theſe, 1 become Partakers of the di- 
dine Nature. The Promiſes of the Goſpel 
are almoſt wholly ſpiritual ; and its Pre- 

2 cepts accordingly are ſo excellent, as not 
only by virtue of God's Promiſe and Ap- _ 
* pointment, but even in their own Nature 
alſo, to fit and prepare us for that truly ſpi- 


ritual Life in Heaven: But then, as we 
i | are not yet actually in the State of Perfec- 
don, but only in a State of Preparation for 


it: as we are here confined to theſe earthly 
Bodies, and to converſe with ſenſible and 

f corporeal Objects; fo the inward Devotion 
5 of our Minds, muſt be excited and expreſ- 
FF fed, by outward Acts of Religion. We 
„ B 2 | mu 


141 
muſt glorify God both: in our Body and in our 


Spirit which are God's, 1 Cor. vi. 20. No 
leſs therefore do They err, who would ex- 


clude all outward Acts of Worſhip from 


true Religion, than they who place Religion 
(as the greateſt Part of Men are apt to do) 
almoſt wholly in them. There are no more 
than two poſitive Inſtitutions in the Chriſ- 
tian Church, as of Neceſſity generally to Sal- 
vation Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper; 
and theſe, ſo extremely ſignificant, and che 7 
Connexion between the Sign and the Thing 
ſignified ſo evident, that they can hardly be 
called barely poſitive Inftitutions. By the 
One, we are admitted into the Society of 
Chriſtians, and made Members of the myſ- * 
tical Body of Chriſt; By the Orher we are 
— and eſtabliſhed in that State; and 
receive ſpiritual Nouriſhment, as Members | 
united to the Head; being made Partakers 
of the Benefits of his Death and Paſſion. 

St. Paul gives us an Account of the Inſti- 
tution of his latter Sacrament in theſe | 
Words, 1 Cor. xi. 25. After the ſame Man- 
ner alſo he tock the os when be had ſupped, | 
ſaying, This Cup is the New Teſtament in my | 
Blood; This do ye, as oft as you drink it, in | 
Remembrance of me. Which Words are ex- 
actly agreeable to the Account that three of 
the Evangeliſts give us, of the ſame Inſti- þ 


tation. The Occaſion of the Apoſtle's re- 


peating 


=p 
7 


ped, | 


FFI 
peating it in this Place, was the diſorderly 
Manner of the Corinthians communicating ; 
who by Reafon of many Diviſions among 
themſelves, and thro* the Pride of the Rich 
deſpiſing the Poor, received this Holy Sa- 


crament without a Devotion ſuitable to ſo 


facred an Inſtitution ; not diſcerning, (as the 


Apoſtle expreſſes it, v. 29.) the Lord's Body; 


not diſtinguiſhing it ſufficiently from a 

worldly or common Feaſt; not conſidering the 

Solemnity, and Deſign of the Action; not 
having their Minds prepared with worthy 
Qualifications, to approach with due Reve- 
rence the Table of the Lord. In order to re- - 
medy this their Careleſsneſs, and prevent their 
like unbecoming Behaviour for the future; 
the Apoſtle thought no Argument more 
proper, than to repeat to them the very 
Words of our Lord's Inſtitution : Which 
containing in hemſelves a plain Account of 
the End and Deſign of this Holy Sacra- 
ment, could not but -put them to Shame, 
and be a ſtrong Reproof of their unworthy 
Behaviour; that they ſhould ſo ſoon forget 
the main and principal Intent of their com- 
ing together; and err, not in an external 
Circumſtance, or in a Matter of Form ; 
but in ſuch a particular, as ſhow them to 


have neglected that Admonition and Pre- 
cept, which in expreſs Words was a Part, 


and a principal Part, of the Ititution it- 


'Þ ſelf; This do in Remembrance of me. Fo 


B 3 | it 


16 
it was not poſſible, they ſnould at the very 
Time of their religious Aſſembly have run 


into Exceſs ; if they had conſidered, that 
what they were then doing, was in Remem- 


brance of the Death and Paſſion of Chriſt, 


who gave himſelf a Ranſom for them to that 
very End, that he might redeem them from 


all worldly and inordinate Deſires: It was 


not poſſible, they ſhould at the very Time 


of their Receiving the Holy Communion, 
have deſpiſed their poor Brethren, and 


treated them uncharitably and with Con- 


tempt ; if they had conſidered, that the Ac- 
tion they were then about, was a ſolemn 


ſhowing forth the Lord's Death, a ſolemn . 
Profeſſion of their Beli:f in a Crucified Sa- 
viour, a publick Declaration of their Hope 


of Salvation only through the Merits of his 
Death, who died equally for poor and rich, 


for the mean and for the honourable ; and 


made it his laſt Deſire and Commandment 


before his Death, that they who would be 


is Diſciples, ſhould love one another wwith- 
vat Diſtinction of worldly Conſiderations, and 
be Examples of Charity to the whole 
World. Nothing therefore could be a juſter 
and ſtronger Reproof, to the preſent careleſs 
and uncharitable Behaviour of the Corin- 
thians , nothing more inſtructive to them, 
how to behave themſelves worthily and be- 


comingly for the future; than to repeat, as 
| St. 
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St. Paul here does, the ſolemn Words them- 
ſelves - of our Lord's own Inſtitution ; 
which ſo plainly and with ſuch Authority 
expreſs the Nature and Deſign of his Holy 
Sacrament. For I have received (ſaith he) 
of the Lord, that which alſo I delivered unto 
vou; that the Lord Jeſus, the ſame Night in 
which he was betrayed, took Bread , and when 
he had given Thonks, he brake it, and ſaid, 
Take, Eat; This is my Body which is broken 
for you; This do in Remembrance of Me: 
After the ſame Manner alſo he took the Cup, 
when he had ſupped, ſaying, This Cup is the 
New Teftament in my Blood ; This do ye, - 
oft as ye arink it, in Rementbr ance of Me: In © 
Remembrance of ine; that is, in A oben 
ration of my Death and Paſſion ; ſhowing 
forth, (as the Apoſtle expreſſes it in the fol- 
lowing Verſe) the Lord's Death till he come. 
And Firſt, To do this in Remembrance of 
Chriſt, ſignifies fixing and imprinting in our 
Minds with a more laſting and permanent 
Impreſſion, the Remembrance of his Death 
and Paſſion, as an effectual Motive to Uni- 
verſal Obedience: That is, to the Practice of 
Virtue, upon the Principles of the Doctrine 
of Chriſt. There can be no ſtronger Ar- 
gument, to perſuade Men to the Practice 
of Virtue and Holineſs, than a due Conſi- 
deration of the exemplary Life and merito- 
rious Death of our Saviour ; His Life, as 2 

| B 4 Parr 
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Pattern of all Virtue, and his Death as an 


Evidence of God's Hatred againſt Sin. 
His Life was ſo complete a Pattern of pure 
Religion: and his Death ſo affectionate a 
Perſuaſive to imitate That Example; that 
whoſoever frequently and ſeriouſly medi- 
tates upon theſe Things, can neither readily 
err from the right Way, for Want of due 


Infirution, and ſufficient Direction; nor 


faint for Want of powerful Motives to pro- 
ceed in it. For, What Temptation can 
prevail againſt That Perſon to ſin delibe- 
rately againſt God, to run into any Acts of 
Debauchery, or Impiety ; who by Faith 
continually beholds our Lord ſhedding his 
moſt precious Blood, to redeem him from 
the Dominion and Puniſhment of that Sin, 
which he is now tempted to commit ? What 
Heart can be ſo obdurate, what Breaſt ſo 
ungrateful, as to run knowingly and wil- 
lingly into the Commiſſion of Sin ; when 
he has his qying Saviour habitually before 
his Eyes, intreating and beſeeching him to 
avoid thoſe Sins, which were the Cauſe of 
his cruel and ignominious Death? In Mat- 
ters of temporal Concern, Men always en- 
deavour to remember the Inſtructions of a 
dying Friend; and think nothing more ſa- 
credly obliges them, than his 4% and moſt 
affectionate Deſires: How much more reli- 
giouſly ought we to obſerve thoſe Precepts, 

which 
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which we find our Saviour enjoining us not 
only when dying, but when dying for our 
Sakes , when dying even fer that very End, 
that he might enable us the more effcctually 
to perform them] Now the Mcans to pre- 
ſerve theſe Impreſſions conſtantly freſh upon 
our Minds, and in their full Force; is to 
partake frequently of thoſe Elements, which 
our Lord himſelf has appointed to be re- 
ceived, as the moſt proper Remembrances 
of Himſelf. Whoſoever keeps up in his 
Mind a conſtant Remembrance of Chriſt, 
of what he has done and ſuffered for us, 
will not eaſily fall into groſs and habitual 
Sins: and he that frequently and devoutly, 
with Underſtanding and Knowledge of what 
he does, partakes of the Holy Commu- 
nion, cannot fail to keep up in his Mind 
ſuch a conſtant Remembrance of our Lord. 
When we ſee the Bread broken, and the 
Wine poured out, we cannot but contem- 
plate how his Body was broken, and his 
Blood ſhed for our Sakes; and the oftner 
we renew theſe Thoughts by frequent Com- 
municating, the ſtronger and more vigo- 
rous, the deeper and more lafting Impreſ- 
ſions muſt theſe Things neceſſarily make 
upon our Minds. One principal Reaſon 
why Men in theſe latter Ages of the World, 
who profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, are yet 
lo looſe and ſenſual, ſo careleſs and indiffe- 
B 5g rent 
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rent in Matters of Religion, ſo cold and 
lifeleſs in their Devotion, and fo little af- 
fected with Things ſpiritual and of a hea- 
venly Nature, is, becauſe they ſeldom allow 
themſelves Time, from the Cares, and Bu- 
ſineſs, and Pleaſures of the World, to re- 
collect their Thoughts; and meditate ſe- 
riouſly upon the great Motives and Argu- 
ments of Religion: And one Reaſon why 
they ſo ſeldom think of theſe Arguments, 

is, becauſe they neglect thoſe Means which 
* God has graciouſly appointed to awaken 
and withdraw their Minds from earthly and 
temporal Conſiderations ; thoſe Means, to 
which God has annexed the Aſſiſtance of 
his Holy Spirit, to enable us to raiſe our 
Thoughts and fix our Meditations upon 
Things ſpiritual and removed from Senſe. 
Hence it comes to pals, that though they 
believe indeed the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Dying 
for them as a bare Relation of Matter of 
Fact; yet they ſeldom remember or think 
at all upon it, or if they do, yet it is fo 
ſlightly and ſuperficially, with ſo little due 
Apprehenſion of the great Concern and Im- 
portance of it to themſelves, or of the true 
Deſign of it with Regard to their own real 
Amendment; that it leaves upon their 
Minds none. of thoſe Impreſſions, which 
are neceſſary in order to have an effectual 


Influence upon their Lives and Actions. 
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[11] 
One great and principal End therefore of the 
Inſtitution of the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, is, by Means of outward and vi- 
ſible Signs, apt and decent, proper and ſig- 
nificant, to imprint and fix in our Minds 
with a more laſting and permanent Impreſ- 
ſion, the Remembrance of Chriſt's Death 
and Paſſion; that having always before our 
Eyes thoſe admirable Inſtances of his un- 


paralleled Love, and being conſtantly re- 
minded of the true End and Deſign of his 


Sufferings, we may be the more ſtrongly 


fortified againſt all Temptations that would 
ſeduce us to fin againſt ſo great a Benefac- 
tor; and that we may go on the more effec- 
tually in the Ways of his Commandments, 
who has done and ſuffered for Us, Things 
of ſo great, and ſo ineſtimable a Value. 
Secondly, Doing this in Remembrance of 
Chriſt, is making ſuch a Commemoration of 
his Death, as is with all Humility a conti- 
nual Acknowledgement of its being to Sinners 
the only Ground of Hepe and Aſſurance of 
Pardon. This Cup, ſaith he, is the New 
Teſtament in my Blood, which is ſhed for you, 


and for many for the Remiſſion of Sins; There- 


fore do this in Remembrance of me. The Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper is not 22/e!f, 
like Baptiſm, a Rite appointed for the Re- 
miſſion of Sins; but *tis a Commemoration 
only of that all-ſufficient Sacrifice, which 

B 6 was 


[12] 


: k 7 1 | ; 
was once offered for an eternal Expiation. 


To imagine that the Lord's Supper, which 
is to be repeated perpetually, has ſuch a 
Promiſe annexed to it of taking away all 
paſt Sins, as Baptiſm had, which was to be 
adminiſtred but once, is a dangerous and fa- 
tal Error ; Becauſe ſuch an Opinion would 
be plainly an Encouragement for Men to 
continue in Sin, that the Grace of Forgive- 
neſs might be perpetually repeated and 
abound, But the Receiving This Sacra- 
ment is a continual Acknewledgement, that 
That Pardon which God vouchſafes us, 
not as a neceſſary Conſequent of the out- 
ward Action, but upon the Condition of 
our true and unfeigned Repentance; even 
that That Pardon, 1s the Purchaſe of the 
Blood of Chriſt, and the Effect of that greaz 
and eternal Sacrifice, once offered for the 
Expiation of Sin. And to thee who truly 
and fincerely repent and amend ; and who 
humbly and devoutly beg of God the Par- 
don of their paſt and forſaken Sins, thro? 
the Interceſſion of Chriſt; to ſuch Perſons, 
there is ſufficient Ground for Hope and Aſ- 
ſurance of Pardon, in the Merit of that 
one All-ſuficient Sacrifice Once offered for 
ever : And ſincere Penitents can never with 
more reaſonable and well-grounded Faith, 
hope to have applied to themſelves, the Be- 
nefit of the Grace and Forgiveneſs, pur- 

chaſed 
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chaſed once for them by that great Expia- | 


tion; than when they are with true Devo- 
tion and with full Purpoſe of Amendment 
of Life, commemorating their Saviour's 
Sufferings in that ſolemn Manner, which 
He himfelf has appointed, who was the Per- 
ſon that gave himſelf to be the Reconcilia- 
tion for us, that through him we might 


have Acceſs with Confidence to the Throne 


of Grace; and whom God has ſet forth to 
be a Propitiation for us, thre Faith in his 
Blood ; to declare his Righteouſneſs, (that is, 
his Mercy; for fo the Righteouſneſs of God 
ſignifies in the New Teſtament :) to declare, 
I ſay, his Righteouſneſs, for the Remiſſian of 
Sins that are paſt, thre the Forbearance of 
God. They can never with better and more 


lively Hope, expreſs their full Truſt and 


humble Dependance upon God, that he 
ſhall freely give them all Other Things; than 
at That Time when they are worthily and 
devoutly commemorating, according to our 
Lord's Inſtitution, how he ſpared not even 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all. 
How il therefore does it become Men who 
call themſelves Chriſtians to neglect this 
Ordinance with a careleſs Indiftereacy ; and 


upon flight Pretences, to deprive themſelves 


of the Benefit of ſo reaſonable a Duty! 
The Blood of Chriſt, is, in the Scripture- 
language, 4 Fountain opened for Sin bar for 

Uniii hs 
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Vucleanneſe, that is, for Sin repented of, 
and utterly forſaken; and the Benefit there- 
of is never more likely to be effectually ap- 
plied, than when Men, with determined 
Reſolutions of better Obedience, are diſ- 
poſed to become worthy Partakers of theſe 
Holy Myſteries. : 


Thirdly, Doing this in Remembrance of 


Chrift, is declaring publickly to the World our 
Faith in him; and endeavouring to conti- 
nue down the Memory of his Love to all 
Generations. Thus St. Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 26. 
As oft, ſays he, as ye eat this Bread and 
arink this Cup, ye do ſhow the Lord's Death 


till be come. We here profeſs publickly our 


Faith in his Death, and declare folemnly to 
the World, that we expect Remiſſion of 
our- Sins, only through the Virtue of his 
Blood ſhed for us, We commemorate his 
unſpeakable Love to Mankind; and extol 
and magnify in our Praiſes thoſe great Acts, 
which were the Effects of that ineſtimable 
Love. We rehearſe and proclaim the Be- 
nefits he has procured for us; and, as much 


as in us lies; make known to all Men the 


Glory of his Love and Power; that one 
Generation may praiſe his Works to another, 
and declare his mighty Acts; that Men may 
ſpeak of the glorious Honour of his Majeſty, 
and of his wonderous Works. To commu- 
nicate therefore in Remembrance of Chriſt, 
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is to declare publickly, and keep up amongſt 
Men the Memory of his Death, and of his 
ineſtimable Benefits purchaſed for us there- 
by : *Tis to teſtify our firm Belief of the 
Virtue and Efficacy of that great Sacrifice 
and to profeſs ourſelves publickly in the 
Number of thoſe, who, by partaking of 
the Feaſt inſtituted in Remembrance of the 
Sacrifice, expect to be made Partakers of 
the Sacrifice itſelf, 
Fourthly, To do this in Remembrance of 
Chriſt, implies, that with the greateſt Foy, 
and higheſt Expreſſions of Gratitude, we 
return Thanks to God for his unſpeakable . 
Mercy, in ſending into the World his Son, - 
the Son of his Love, out of his Boſom, for 
the Redemption of Mankind. It was a 
Precept in the Law of Meſes, Deut. xvi. 11. 


Thou ſhalt rejoice in thy Feaſts . before the 


Lord. And particularly in the Paſcal Sup- 
per, beſides the uſual Forms of Bleſſing 
and Thankſgiving, they ſung a peculiar 
Hymn, in Memory of their Deliverance out 
of the Land of Egypt. In Compliance 
with which Cuſtom, we find it recorded by 
two of the Evangeliſts, that our Saviour 


and his Diſciples immediately after the Inſti- 


tution of the Lord's Supper, ſung an Hymn 
of Praiſe unto God; probably the ſame, or 
Part of that Hymn which the Fews uſed 
to ſing after the Paſchal Supper; Their De- 

| liverance 
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lverance from the Egyptians, being a Type of 


buy Deliverance from the Power and Dominion 


of Sin; and the Thankſgiving proper upon 
that Occaſion, being much more emphati- 
cally applicable to This. Beſides, in the In- 
ſtitution itſelf the Evangeliſt takes Notice, 
that when our Saviour took the Bread, he 
gave Thanks, or Bleſſed and Praiſed God ; 5 


| Whence the whole Action is uſually called 


the Euchariſt, that is, the ſolemn Thanks- 
giving, and by St. Paul, the. Cup of Bleſſing 


which we Bleſs, or, as the Word may no leſs 


properly be rendered, the Cup of Praiſe and 
Thankſgrving. The ame is alſo obſervable 
in St. Luke's Deſcription of the Practice of 
the moſt primitive Chriſtians, Alls ii. 46. 
And they continuing daily with one Accord in 
the Temple, and breaking Bread from Houſe to 


Houſe, (in the Houſe, the Words ſhould: be 


tranſlated ; i. e. in the Place of their reli- 
gious Aſſemblies z) did eat their Meat with 
Gladneſs and Singleneſs of Heart, Praiſing 
God, and having Favour with all the People. 
Frequent Forms of Praiſe and Thankſgiv- 
ing, upon this Occaſion, we meet with in 
the moſt antient Chriſtian Writers, and none 


more affectionate than That we ſtill make 


Uſe of; We praiſe thee, «ve bleſs thee, we 


door ſbip thee, we glorify thee, wwe give Thanks 


to thee for thy great Glory, O Lord God, 
e * God the. Falter Almighty, We. 
give 
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[7] 
give Thanks to thee for thy great Glory; i. e. 
for the wonderful Manifeftation of thy Glory 
and Power, thy Mercy and Goodneſs to- 
wards Mankind, in ſending thine only Son 
to die for our Sins, and to give himſelf a 
Ranſom and Propitiation for Sinners. This 
Reconciliation of penitent Sinners to God 
by the Death of his Son is the higheſt In- 
ſtance of Love and Goodneſs, that ever 
was ſhown to Mankind : For ſcarcely for a 
righteous Man, faith St. Paul, will one die: 


But God mendeth his Love towards us, 


in that While we were yet Sinners, Chriſt 
died for us, Rom. v. 7. God could in a Mo- 
ment have deſtroyed the whole Race of Sin- 


ners; and, as Str. Jobn Baptiſt affectio- 
nately expreſſes it, was able out of the Stenes 


to have raiſed up Children unto Abraham. 
But he turned away his Wrath from them, 


and ſuffered not his whole Diſpleaſure to ariſe. 


Wherefore, if at all Times we are bound 
to return Thanks to God for all his Mer- 
cies, for the Mercies of every Day, and of 
every Hour; with how much greater Ear- 
neſtneſs and ſtronger Affection, ought we 
to expreſs the ſame thankful Diſpoſition of 
Mind, when we are commemorating That 
Mercy, which is not only the greateſt of 


all others, but the Fountain alfo and Foun- 


dation of them all? and how zealous ought 
we to be of expreſſing our Thankfulneſs to 
| him 
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| I kim by fuitable. Obedience; when the Con- 
| ſideration of the frſ# Mercy, that he ſpared 
| 


not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
| all, gives Reaſon to hope, that, if we be- 
have ourſelves in any Meaſure worthy of ſo 
great a Salvation, much more ſhall he 221th 
Him alſo freely give us all Things? And that 
=! if, while we were yet Sinners, Chriſt died for 
0 us; much more, being now juſtified by bis 
mh Blood, we ſhall be ſaved from Wrath n 
him ? For if when we were Enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the Death of his Son ; 
much more, being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved 
by his Life, Rom. v. 2. Wherefore let us 
fay with the Holy Pfalmiſt, P/. cxvi. 12. 
13. What ſhall I render unto the Lord for 
all the Benefits that he has done unto me? I 
will receive the Cup of Salvation, and call 
upon the Name of the Lord. And PÞ/. ciii. 1. 
Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is 
within me, Praiſe his holy Name ; Praiſe the 
Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all his Be- 
nefits , Who forgiveth all thy Sin, and healeth 
all thine Infirmities. Who ſaveth thy Life 
from Deſtruftion, and crowneth thee with 
Mercy and loving Kindneſs. There is no 
Poſſibility, but he who duly contemplates 
the unſpeakable Love of Chriſt, in giving 
himſelf freely to bear our Sins himſelf in his 
own Body on the Tree, and ſeriouſly medi- 
tates on the original and eſſential ent. 
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of God, which firſt moved and diſpoſed 


him to find out this Method of Recovery 


for us; muſt wiſh he had the Tongue of 
Men and Angels, to ſhow forth the Praiſes of 


Him that has loved us, and ſent his Son to 


waſh us from our Sins in his own Blood, and 
to make us Kings and Prieſts unto God even his 
Father, to whom be Glory and Dominion for 
euer. 

Fifthly, Doing this in 11 4 
Chriſt, implies on our Part a Confirming 

our Covenant with God, a thankful —_ 

tance of thoſe Conditions of Pardon he has 
offered us in the Goſpel, and an acknow- 
ledging and renewing our Obligations to obey 
him. This Cup, ſays our Saviour, is the 
New Teſtament, or (as the Word equally 


ſignifies) the new Covenant in my Blood. 


Now every Covenant in the Nature of the 
Thing, ſuppoſes Conditions to be performed 
on either Part. God has commanded Re- 

ntance and Remiſſion of Sins, to be 
preached to all Nations in the Name of 
Chriſt; and the Condition on Bis Part of 
the Covenant, the Remiſſion of Sins, is 
always ready to be verified; if we fail not 
in our Part, of having worthily repented 
and reformed our Lives. But if we conti- 
nue in our Sins, the Commemoration of 


the Death of Chriſt can do us no Service, 
where the Effect of his Death itſelf takes no 
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g Place : The Partaking of this Feaft in Re- 


membrance of the Sacrifice, can be of no 


Benefit to us, when we have no Part nor 
Lot in the Sacrifice itſelf. The Sacrament 


of the Lord's Supper is not properly an 
Expiation of Sin, even to thoſe who truly 
repent”; but only a thankful Remembrance of 
that great Attonement, by virtue of which 
our Repentance is made acceptable ; much' 
leſs, can it be of any Efficacy, or Power 
to do away ſuch Sins, as are never forſaken. 
Religion is no Way capable of a greater 
Corruption, nor can any Superſtition be of 
more deſtructive Conſequence, than to make 
That Ordinance an eaſy Method of obtain- 
ing perpetual Pardon of repeated Tranſgreſ- 
ſions, which in Reality was intended to re- 
mind us continually, that the Pardon of Sin 
could not at all be obtained, but by the 
8 the precious Blood of the Son of 
© There are many pious and religious Per- 
ſons, who, on the other Hand, are unrea- 
ſonably ſcrupulous, and notwithſtanding 
their ſincere Endeavours to obey God's 
Commandments, ſtill fear, where no Fear is : 
But, as ſuch Perſons have all the Reaſon in 
the World to reſt ſatisfied, that the general 
Courſe of a virtuous and * Life is an 


abundant Security againſt the Danger of 
C455 LR F ; . ; 6. not 
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[ 21 ] 
not diſcerning the Lord's Boch; ſo, on the 
contrary, vicious Perſons ought to be well 
aſſured, that there is no external Part what- 
ſoever of religious Worſhip, by which they 
can receive any Benefit, without actual 


Amendment and Reformation of Life. The 


Arguments of Religion are ſtrong and 
powerful, to invite them to Repentance; 
The gracious Motions: of the Spirit of God 
are ready to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen their ſin- 
cere Endeavours ; and eſpecially, where it 
finds them with Seriouſneſs attending his 
holy Ordinances : But their Obedience to 
this one Commandment of Chriſt, muſt be 
with an Intention of obeying the Reft, and 
not with a Deſign to ſupply that Neglect. 
He that does this worthily in Remembrance of 
Chriſt, muſt mean to expreſs his Gratitude 
to God for the Death o* his Son, by ſuch 
a Repentance, as the Death of Chriſt has 
enabled and obliged him to make perfect. 
He muſt /o commemorate the Love of his 
Saviour, as thereby to excite in himſelf a 


| ſuitable Return of Love to him, that died 


for him; and our Love to Chriſt, the 
Scripture tells us, 7s This, that we Keep his 
Commandments, We muſt he forth the 
Lord's Death till he come, by ſo dying our- 
ſelves unto Sin, as to declare evidently to 
the World, that we have a well-grounded 

e Hope, 
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Hope, of being made like him alſo in his 
Reſurrettion. We muſt conſider, that 
when the Blood of Chriſt is ſtiled in the 
prophetick Language a Fountain opened for 
Sin and for Uncleanneſs ; the Meaning is, (as 
St. Paul explains it) for the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins that are paſt, not for our Encourage- 
ment to continue in them for the Time 
to come, We muſt remember that we are 
bought with a Price and therefore muſt glo- 
rify God in our Body and in our Spirit, which 
are God's; Knowing that wwe were redeemed 
not with corruptible Things, but with the 
precious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb with- 
out Blemiſh and without Spot. We muſt 
with firm and effectual Reſolutions of future 
Obedience, offer and preſent ourſelves, our 
Souls and Bodies @ reaſonable, holy and lively 
Sacrifice unto God, as often as we commemo- 
rate that great Sacrifice, which was once of- 
fered for us in the Death of his Son, other- 
wiſe, inſtead of doing this in Remembrance 
of Chriſt, we ſhall be found to do it in Con- 
tempt of him, accounting the Blood of the Co- 
venant wherewith we ought to be ' /anfified, 
an unholy Thing ; denying the Lord who bought 
us with the precious Blood of his dear Son, 

and doing deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace. 
Laſtly, Doing this in Remembrance of 
Chriſt, is a Profeſſion of our Communion 
one with another, and a ſtrong Obligation 
1. 
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to mutual Love, Charity, and Good Will. 
This is a Subject much inſiſted on by St. 
Paul in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
and particularly in the xith Chapter; and as 
this great Duty of mutual Love and Cha- 
rity; is thus inforced upon us by the gene- 
ral Deſign and Tendency, by the whole Te- 
nor of the Goſpel, ſo is it ſtill more particu- 
larly and moſt ſtrongly, by the Example of 
that unparalleled Inſtance of amazing 
Love, the Death of Chriſt for our Sakes, 


which we profeſs to commemorate as often 


as we communicate at his Holy Table; 
Where it is not poſſible for us to approach 
with Hearts duly ſenſible of, and worthily 
affected with the Greatneſs of the Love of 
Chriſt towards us; but it muſt at the ſame 
Time excite in us a Diſpoſition to 7mtate 
him, according -to the Proportion of our 
Abilities and to expreſs our Gratitude to 
him by following that Example of loving and 
doing good to our Brethren, which he has 
in ſo eminent a Manner ſet before us. It is 
particularly taken Notice of by St. Luke, 
that the primitive Diſciples, as they conti- 
nued ſteadfaſt in the Apoſtle's Doctrine, and 
in breaking. of Bread, and in Prayer, ſo they 
did all Things unanimouſly, with one "4 
cord, As ii. 46, with mutual Love, Cha- 
rity, and Good-will, Our Lord himſelf 
in that laſt and moſt affectionate Diſcourſe, 
| which 
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which he made to his Diſciples a little before. 
his Death, at the Time of his inſtituting 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, in fiſts 
upon This, as the Thing of all others the 
moſt acceptable to him, and moſt deſired 
by him; This is my Commanament that ye 
love one another as I have loved you. St. John 
xv. 12; and Ch. xiii. 34. A new Command- 
ment I give unto you, that ye love one another ; 
even as I have loved you, that ye alſo love one 
another. And the Apoſtle St. Zohn, who 


leaned upon his Maſter's Breaſt, and ſeems 


in a particular Manner to have been Partaker 
of his kind and loving Spirit, the Spirit of 
Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, and Goodneſs, preſſes 
this Duty accordingly, with a like Earneſt- 
neſs ; Herein, ſays he, is Love; not that we 
loved God, but that he Ioved us, and ſent bis 
Son to be the Propitiation for our Sins. Be- 
loved, if God, ſo oo us, We ought alſo to 


love one another, x 1 John i. 103 And 


Chap. iii. 16. hereby perceive we the Love of 
God, becauſe he - (becauſe Chriſt) laid down 


his Life for us: and We ought to lay down 


our Lives for the Brethren : To lay down our 
Lives for them, i. e. to love them, com- 


paratively ſpeaking, even as our own Lives; 


to love them as ourſelves; to do every 
Thing that is in our Power reaſonably, for 
their Benefit and Advantage. This is the 
true Spirit of Chriſtianity z This is the my 
an 
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8 12 proper Effect of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; 
4 By This we are to judge of ourſelves, | 
3 _Þ whether we be truly and indeed his Diſci- 
© 7 dle, and have made any conſiderable Pro- 
1 greſs and Improvement in his Religion. 
e And by This we are in a more eſpecial Man- 
ner to examine ourſelves, whether we be 
- = duly qualified, to be made worthy Partak- 
; ers of his Body and Blood, who died for 
e this End, that as he might reconcile us to 
o Goa, ſo he might alſo reconcile us to each 
s BK other. And indeed in other Particulars, 
r Men are not ſo very apt to Miſtake. There 
f is no Man who approaches the Lord's Table 
with any Reverence, with axy Senſe of Re- 
- > lgion upon his Mind; but is deſirous at 
20 > that Time, to ſtrengthen his Faith in God, : 
is > to expreſs his Gratitude to his Saviour, to 
-- obtain Pardon of his paſt and forſaken - Sins 
o through the Merits of his Blood who loved 
d us and gave himſelf for us, and to make 
of ſolemn Reſolutions of perfecting his Repen- 
n = lance: and renewing his Obedience towards 
mm Cod; There is no Man, I ſay, who has azy 
rm © Senſe at all of Religion upon his Mind, but 
muſt needs come affected with ſuch Thoughts 
; and Intentions as theſe; But in the Matter 
y of mutual Love and Good-will towards 
reach other; in the Exerciſe of Chriſtian 
je Charity and univerſal Benevolence; in that 
1 3 Readi- 


Readineſs to forgive Offences, to overlook 
little Provocations, to promote ſpeedy Re- 
conciliation, which the Goſpel requires and 
inſiſts upon as of ſo great Importance; in 
This we are very apt to be careleſs and de- 
fective; and to imagine that external Zeal 
in Devotion towards God, may compenſate 
for the Want of real Charity and doing good 
to our Brother. For, notwithſtanding, al 
the unreaſonable Heats and Animoſities 
among Chriſtians, al the uſeleſs and con- 

tentious Diſputes, all the peeviſn and need- 
leſs Provocations, all that Difficulty of for- 
giving and being reconciled to each other, 
which is ſo obvious to obſerve in the World; 
yet how few do we find, whoſe Con/ciences 
are apt to be affected with zhe/e Things? 
whoſe Scruples concerning their own Un- 
worthineſs to communicate, are founded 


upon Zheſe Conſiderations ? And yet it is 


very evident, that to be in Love and Charity 
with our Neighbour, (i. e. with al! Mankind, 
as far as is poſſible in that infinite Variety 
of different Circumſtances,) is no leſs ne- 


ceſſary a Qualification for communicating 


worthily, than it is neceſſary that we zruly 
and earneſtly repent us of our Sins commit- 
ted more immediately againſt God, Tis as 
evident that the Deſign of our Saviour's in- 
ſtituting the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
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per, was to be a Declaration of our Com- 
munion one with another ;, a declaring, that, 
according to the Apoſtle's Expreſſion, we, 
being many are one Bread and ons Body, ſigni- 
fed by being all Partakers of that one Bread, - 
as that it was intended to be a Profeſſion of 
our Communion with Him. A eſſing 
that the Bread which ive break is the Com- 
munion of his Body; and the Cup which 
we bleſs, the Communion of his Blood. Tis 
no leſs evident, that the Connexion and 
Sympathy of the Members one with an- 
other, is neceſſary to the Life and Preſer- 
vation of the Body ; than that the Union 
of them all with the Head, and their com- 
mon Dependance upon it, is neceſſary to the 
ſame End. Our Saviour, in all his Diſ- 
courſes, lays ſo great and remarkable a 
Streſs upon Thes Duty; as if therein, con- 
ſiſted almoſt the Vbele of Religion: Thau 


3 ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, 


is the firſt and great Commandment. The 
| and Foundation of all Religion, 
| and the Second, ſaith he, is like unto it, T, hou 


The particular Bu Or nern of 


Pans forth which Love, moſt earneftly 


and peculiarly inſiſted upon in Scriprure, 
are theſe two. Firſt, A Willingneſs to for- 


| give Injuries and Offences ; and Secondly, 


83 A Rea- 


1 2 


A Readineſs to ſhew Mercy to the Poor. 
Firſt, A Willingneſs to forgive Injuries and 
Offences, 1s particularly recommended to 
us by the Example, as well as enjoined by 
the Commandment of our Lord: The whole 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation, the general Grace 
and Mercy of the Goſpel, the great Par- 
don purchaſed by the Death of Chriſt, 
- whereof the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
9 is a perpetual ſolemn Commemoration, 
being entirely founded in God's gracious 


Readineſs, for Chriſt's Sake, to forgive 


Us; and being no leſs intended to be ſet be- 
fore us as an Example to imitate, than as an 
ineſtimable Bleſſing to be received with all 
poſſible Thanktulneſs. For which Reaſon, 
that great and original Grace of God in the 
Goſpel, the Remiſſion of Sins ſet forth 
even in Baptiſm itſelf, ſeems by our Lord 
to be reverſed upon Failure of this Condi- 
tion of our forgiving one another, in that Pa- 
rable wherein he compares the Kingdom of 
Heaven to a certain King, who having for- 
given one of his Servants a Debt of Ten 
Thouſand Talents, yet afterwards, when 
that Servant refuſed to forgive one of his 
Fellow-Servants, an Hundred Pence, the 
King was wroth with him again, and de- 


livered him to the Tormentors, till be ſpould 


pay all that was due unto him ; ſaying unto 
e him, 
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him, O thou Wicked Servant, I forgave thee 
all that Debt, becauſe thou deſired'ſt me: 
Shouldeſt not T hou a:ſo have had Compaſſion on 
thy Fellow-Servant, even as I had Pity on 
bee? Which our Saviour thus applies to 
Us in the Concluſion of the Parable; & 


likewiſe, ſays he, ſhall my Heavenly Father do 


alſo unto you, if ye from your Hearts forgive 
not every one his Brother their Treſpaſſes, St. 
Matt. xvii. 35. (He does not mean publi 
Malefactors: For this would deſtroy all Go- 
vernment : Neither are ſuch {tiled Brethren: 
But, forgive every one his Brother their 
private Offences, and be reconciled upon 
reaſonable and eaſy Terms : This is the 


| Meaning of the Parable.) And in that 


Form of Prayer, which our Saviour was 
pleaſed to teach his Diſciples for perpetual 
Uſe, he ſo interpoſes the Acknowledg- 
ment of our Obligation to this Duty ; that 
every Man, even in his daily Prayer, is 
obliged to declare himſelf unworthy of 
Pardon, and to have forfeited all Title to 
the Forgiveneſs of Cod, for his own Sins; 
if at the ſame Time he is not willing and 
ready, upon the moſt reaſonable Terms, to 
forgive all his Brother's Treſpaſſes and Of- 
fences againſt bim. How much more, at 
that moſt ſolemn Commemoration of the 
Death of Chriſt in the Sacrament, when 

| C4 | WC 
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we are acknowledging in the moſt public 
Manner all our Hopes of Salvation, all 
our Expectation of Pardon, to be owing 
to that free and undeſerved Goodneſs of 
God, which ſent his Son to die for us, and 
| to obtain Remiſſion of Sin: How much 
| more, (I ſay) at That Time, muſt the 
very Nature of the Duty we are perform- 
ing, the Solemnity of our confeſſing our 
| own Unworthineſs, the Publickneſs of our 
Acknowledging the Freeneſs of God's 
Goodneſs to us in forgiving us through 
| Chriſt our ten thouſand Talents; of Ne- 
| ceſſity remind us, how abſolutely fit and 
reaſonable and indiſpenſable it is, that we 
| ſhould be very willing to forgive each other 
| our hundred Pence! Even /o neceſſary 
| 
| 
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does our Lord make it, that he adviſes 

a Man, if he has brought bis Gift to the 
Altar, and there remembers that his Brother 
has ought againſt bim; he adviſes him 10 
leave there bis Gift before the Altar, and go 
his Way, firſt be reconciled to bis Brother, 
and then come and offer his Gift. St. Matt. v. 
23. He makes it, not indeed of more 
Importance, than offering his Gift ; as if 

it might be an Excuſe for neglecting 
Tat; but he declares it to be of /o much 
Importance, that the Gift or Service is not 
acceptable to God, without the foregoing 
{ | ECON. 


7 likewiſe are perpetually urging this Ar- 


[ 31 ] 


7 Reconciliation with Man; the Apoſtles 


gument, upon the ſame Ground, Col. iii. 
13. Forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another, if any Man has a Nuarrel 
a gainſi any; even as Chriſt forgave you, fo 


2 alſo do ye; And again; Be ye kind one to 
> another, tender-hearted, forgiviug one an- 


= other, even as God for Chriſt's Sake has for- 
given you, Eph. iv. 32; and in the follow- 
ing Chapter, ver. 2. Walk in Love, as Chrift 
allo bas loved us, and given himfelf for us, 
an Offering and a Sacrifice to God for a feveet- 
= ſmelling Satour. It is impoſſible that any - 
Z Man who conſiders theſe Exhortations, and ' 
has a juſt Senſe of his own Unworthineſs, 
and of the Goodneſs of God, and of the 
great Remiſſion purchaſed for him by the 
Death of Chriſt, of which he hopes to 
partake in attending with a fit Diſpoſition 
of Mind upon the Ordinances of Divine 
Appointment ; *tis impoſſible that any Man, 
with Theſe Thoughts about him, can con- 
tinue peeviſh and contentious, mercileſs and 
uncharitable, eaſy to be provoked, and dif- 
ficult to be reconciled. The Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper therefore, ſo far as tis a 
Memorial of the Death of Chriſt, of his 
Love towards us, and of his purchaſing 
Forgiveneſs for us ; ſo far*tis a moſt ſtrong 
5 | Cs and 
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and powerful A to oblige us ” 


mutual Love, Charity and Good-will ; 


Forgiveneſs, Gentleneſs, and Eaſineſs a 


be reconciled. And yet even This alſo, 


ought not to be made a Matter of Scruple 
and groundleſs Doubts, as if no Man could 


be a worthy Communicant without being 
in actual Agreement with all Mankind. 


But it is to be underſtood only as an Argu- 


ment of Duty within it's juſt Bounds and 
proper Limitations : For tis by no Means 


impoſſible but Controverſies concerning 


Mens Right and Propertics may ariſe, even 
among good Chriſtians ; nay, tis not poſ- 
ſible, in the preſent State of human Na- 
ture, but they will ſometimes ariſe : and 
our Saviour muſt not be underſtood to for- 


bid us making uſe of ſuch Means, for the 


Preſervation of our juſt Rights, and for 
preventing the Encreaſe of Injuries, as the 
Laws of Wiſe and Chriſtian Countries, 
and the Uſages of good and pious Men di- 
rect us to make Uſe of. But the Intent 
of what has been ſaid, is; that the Conſi- 
deration of the Death of Chriſt, of his 


great Love and F orgiveneſs to us, which 
we ſolemnly commemorate in the holy Sa- 
crament, cannot fail to diſpoſe us, if we | 


partake thereof worthily, to be very willing 


and VO upon the moſt reaſonable Terms, 
to 
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to forgive Injuries and Offences ; to be 
difficult to be provoked, eaſy to be recon- 
ciled, apt to interpret Things in the beſt 
Manner; rather to recede ſomewhat from 
our Right, than exceed in inſiſting upon 
more; and, if at any Time we are un- 


avoidably engaged in Controverſy about our 
Juſt Rights, yet never to carry it further 
than is abſolutely neceſſary for the Preſer- 


vation of Peace and Order and good Go- 
vernment in the World, as becomes the So- 
ciety or Communion of Chriſtians. Second- 
ly, The other Branch of that Love and 
Charity, to which (I ſaid) the Commemo- 
ration of the Death of Chriſt obliges us, - 
is a ready Diſpoſition to ſhew Mercy to the 
Poor. The Primitive Chriſtians, as they 
always celebrated the Praiſes of God, upon 


this folemn Occaſion, with the greateſt 
cal and Earneſtneſs of Affection, wth 
Gladneſs and Singleneſs of Heart, Acls ii. 46; 
fo they as conſtantly expreſſed: this their 


Joy and Thankfulneſs, by liberal. Contri- 
butions, to relieve the Neceſſities of the 
poorer Saints, which Cuſtom 1s, with great 
Reaſon, continued to this Day. And in- 


deed *tis very natural, when we ſeriouſly 


meditate on the ſtupendous Love of Chriſt, 
in giving himſelf freely a Sacrifice for us, 
and his own ſelf bearing aur Sins in his own 

4 Body 
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Body on tbe Tree; it is very natural, (ſince 
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we cannot make any Return to him, ) that 
we ſhould defire to exprefs our Gratitude in 
that Way, which he is pleaſed to accept, as 
done immediately to himſelf ; that is, in 


thewing Mercy and Charity to the Poor. 


That Their Hearts being rejoiced with our 


Bounty may zealouſly join with us in ſend- 


ing up Praiſes and Thankſgiving to our 


common Father; and bat, abounding to 
good Work, we may be enriched in every 


Thing to all Bountifulneſs, which cauſeth 
through us Thankſgiving to God, For the Ad- 


miniſtration of this Service (as St. Paul ex- 


preſſes it, 2 Cor. ix. 12.) not only ſupplieth 
the Wants of the Saints, but is abundant alſo 
by many 7 hankſrivings unto God; While by 
the Experiment of this Mini tration, they glo- 


riß God for your profeſt Subjection unto the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and for your liberal d 
bution unto Them and unto all Men. 


i + 1 1/: DISCOURSE 


FA VING already from our Sa- 
viour's Words of the Inſtitution 
(bis do in Remembrance of Me) diſ- - 
— concerning the Nature, End, and 
Deen of the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, I ſhall now proceed to ſome other Con- 
fiderations, neceſſary to be underſtood in 
order to our Partaking worthily of that 
Holy Sacrament. Whoſcever, ſays St. Paal, 
ſhall eat this Bread and drink this Cup of the 
Lord unworthily, ſhall be guilty of the Body 
and Blood of the Lord. Which Words do 
plainly ſuppoſe in them: Firſt, @ Duty en- 
joined; to eat this Bread and drink this Cup: 
Secondly, A Benefit ariſing from the due Per- 
amr of the Duty, implied in the con- 
Danger of doing it unworthily. 
Thirdly A certain Care and Preparation ne- 


C 6 cefſary, 


36 
ceſſary, in order to perform it worthily; 
leaſt by Negligence and Want of Devotion 
we become guilty of the Body and Blood of © 
the Lord. In the following Diſcourſe there- 
fore, I ſhall briefly confider, Firſt, The 
Obligation we lie under to perform the Duty 
enjoined, Secondly, What Benefits we may 
expect to be made Partakers of, by per- 
forming it in a due and worthy Manner, 
Thirdly, What Qualiſications or Prepara- 
tion is neceſſary, in order to ſuch a due and 
worthy receiving. In which Matter, be- 
- cauſe Men have fometimes on the one hand, 
been perplexed with many and unreaſon- 
able Scruples, as well as on the other hand 
been too negligent and void of Devotion; 
1 ſhall therefore in the fourth Place con- 
ſider rhe Groundleſsneſs and Vanity of the 
greateſt Part of thoſe Reaſons, which Men 
uſually allege for their Abſtaining from 
the Communion, under Pretence of Want 
of due Preparation. And Laſtly, I ſhall 
conclude what I think proper to offer to 
your Meditations upon this Subject, with 
taking Notice of ſome of the great and 
ſcandalous Corruptions, wherewith the 
Church of Rome have diſhonoured this 
ſolemn Commemoration of our Lord, and 
of his dying for us. Firſt, I am to con- 
0 ſider what Obligation lies upon us, to per- 
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form this Duty at all. And upon This 
Head there needs little Enlargement; it 
being acknowledged by Chriſtians of all 
Communions, to be the expreſs and po- 
ſitive Commandment of our Lord. So 
that though we could not have underſtood 
ſo much of the Reaſonableneſs and Uſeful- 
neſs of the Precept, .as we do, though-we 
could not have perceived diſtinctly, the 
Benefits that we receive thereby ; nor have 
at all apprehended the particular Grounds 
and Reaſons of the Fitneſs of the Com- 
mand; (which Now is by no Means the 
Caſe ; ;) yet. the Clearneſs and Expreſsneſs 
of the oro bh itſelf, would nevertheleſs ; 
have made the Obligation fufficiently evi- 
dent; and it would well have becomed us, 
without further Enquiry, to have ſubmit- 
ted with all Humility to the Will and Au- 
thority of our Lord. - Take, eat; and, 
Drink ye all of this; and, This do in Re- 
membrance of Me; are Words containing 
as clear and expreſs a Command, as are 
any-where to be met with, upon any other 
Occaſion in the whole New Teſtament : 
and they are recorded by three. of the four 
Evangeliſts. And they are repeated by 
St. Paul, as a Commandment enforced diſ- 
tinctly, by a new and particular Revela- 

| tion 
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tion to himſelf; I have received, faith be, 
of the Lord, that which J alfo delivered unto 


You, that the Lord Jeſus the ſame Night in 


which he was betrayed, took Bread, and when 
be had given Thanks be brake it, and ſaid, 


Take, eat; this is my Body, which is broken | 
for you : this do in Remembrance of Me, © 


After the ſame Manner ' #lſo he took the Cup, 
when he had ſupped, ſaying, This Cup is the 
New Teſtament in my Blood: this do ye, as 
75 as ye drink it, in Remembrance of Me, 
For as often as ye eat this Bread, and drink 


this Cup, ye do bew the Lord's Death till he 


come. I have received of the Lord; that is, 
he received it, not by Tradition from thoſe 
who were before him, but by immediate 
Revelation from Chriſt himſelf. For fo he 
expreſsly aſſures us, concerning the Man- 


ner of his own Inſtruction in all the Pre- 


cepts of the Goſpel: Gal. i. 16. 17. 18. 
1 conferred not, ſaith he, with Fleſh and 
Blood, neither went I up to Jeruſalem to them 
which were Apoſtles before me, — neither re- 
ceived I it of Man, neither was I taught it ; 
but by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. This 
added ſingular Weight and Authority, to 
all St. Pauls Admonitions and Exhorta- 
tions; and it made his Reproof to the Co- 


rinubiaus, (in this particular Inſtance of 


their 
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their _unworthily Receiving the Hol y Com- 
munion) to be doubly powerful and effec- 
tual: becauſe it was in the Caſe of their 
neglecting ſo expreſ a Command, not only 
delivered to them at the firſt preaching of 
the Goſpel, but received alſo by St. Paul 
2 with particular Inforcement, in a new Re- 
velation from the Lord himſelf. And ſuit- 
able to this Expreſsneſs and Importance of 
the Command, is the Account the Scripture 
= gives us of the Prafice of the primitive 
3 Diſciples : As ii. 42, 46. They continued 
= ſedfaſily in the Apoſile's Doctrine and Fellow- 
up, and in breaking of Bread, and in Prayer; 
And continuing daily with one Accord in the © 
Temple, and breaking Bread from 1ouſe to 
Houſe, they eat their Meat with Gladneſs and 
Singleneſs of Heart. In which Account is 
remarkable, not only their Obſervance of 
the Duty, but the Conſtang alſo and Fre- 
cy of their doing it; They continued 
4 Redfalth in the Apoltle's Doctrine, and were 
daily in the Temple breaking Bread with one 
Accord. Which Frequency of Communi- 
cating, (though not as to the preciſe Time 
indeed, yet in general the doing it /requenth) 
is plainly implied to be our Duty, and ſup- 
700 ed in thoſe Words cf our Saviour; Do 
this, as oft as ye drink it, in Remembrance of 


Me, 
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Me, 1 Cor. xi. 25. andin thoſe of St. Pail, 
as oft as ye eat this Bread, and drink this | 


Cup ye do ſhew the Lord's Death till be come. 'Y 
And indeed, if there could be any Difference 
in the Degree of the Obligation of our 
Lord's Commands, (I mean, of ſuch Com- 
mands as are not moral and eternal, but of 
| od ee. Nature only ;) it would be natu- 
ra oft to lay the greateſt Streſs upon that 


which he gave us a little before his Death; 


a Man lay down his Life for his Friend; 


But our Lord refuſed not to die for Us, 

while we were yet Enemies. And ſcarcely | 
for a righteous Man, as St. Paul expreſſes it, | 
ill one dare to die. But God commendeth | 
bis Love towards us, in that while we were 
yet Sinners, Chriſt died for us, Rom. v. 8. 
is: God was never in Point | 
of Juſtice, under any Obligation, to pardon 
continually All the Sins of all Penitents ;. | 


But this gracious and free Compaſſion, his 


divine Wiſdom, and Goodneſs has thought 
bit to manifeſt, in the Method of That Re- | 
demption | 


— Be 


a STE”! * 
$5. TIER 


ITN 
* — 


* 2 * 
* 2000 - mu „ * jo 
ner Te Page 


* OE of 2 n WI: 3 

WS > ws e 2 
TOES. 7777 s 
. „ N 0 
9 . 3 
n * r 
ff.. 2 * 

) R 2 Vf IEP = IAA Cd BP . 


ee NEAT 
Ig 
"7s >. 
7 $42 rg 


upon that which he commanded us to do 
particularly in Remembrance of Him; upon 
that which he commanded us to doi in Re- 
membrance of the greateſt Inſtance of Love 
and Compaſſion, that ever was in the World. | 
For greater Love has no Man than this, that 


1 41 


demption purchaſed by the Death of Chriſt. 
In Point of Gratitude therefore, no leſs 


than in' Duty are we bound frequently to 


= commemorate this unparelleled Love of 


our Lord; and our neglecting to attend 


L this ſacred Ordinance, is breaking through 
the ſtrongeſt Ties of a double Obligation. 
TIT might add, further, that not only in Duty 


and Gratitude, but in Intereſt allo are we 


obliged to attend theſe poſitive Inſtitutions z 


God having appointed them as external 
Means, to promote and improve in us 


- if (that which is the great End of all out- 


ward Performances,) the real Virtue and 
inward Religion of the Mind. But This 


is the ſecond Thing I propoſed to conſider, 
namely, What Benefits we may expect to 


be made Partakers of, by the due and 
worthy Performance of this Duty. And 
here, as I before obſeryed, though we did 
not diſtinctly know what theſe Benefits 
were; yet in all Reaſon ought we with an 


implicit Faith to have obeyed the Com- 
mandment of Him, who as he cannot de- 


ceive, ſo neither can he impoſe any Thing 
upon us, that is not for our Advantage. 
{ But, in Reality, the Benefits we partake 
thereby are manifeſt and evident. For, 


though the Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt, 


[ 42] 


is not daily repeated; as the Church of 
Rome has fondly and  prophanely ima- | 
gined : Though the Subſtance of the Body 


and Blood of Chriſt, is not in an unin- 


telligible Manner produced a- new, out 
of the Elements of Bread and Wine; 
Though the Grace of God is not con- 


fined. by any neceſſary Connection to the 
material Action; that the mere formal 


and external Participation, ſhould, with- | 
out true Devotion of Mind and without | 
real Amendment of Lite, operate ſecretly | 
and unintelligibly any ſpiritual Advan- | 


tage, according to ſome Men's vain and 
ſuperſtitious Expectation : Yet, when with 
Hearts full of Piety and true Devotion, 
with ſedfaſt Faith in God, and firm Re- 
ſolutions of ſincere Obedience, Men thank- 
fully and frequently, in that Manner 
which God has appointed, commemorate 
the Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt 
once offered for-ever ; is it not evi- 
dently a great and ineſtimable Benefit, 
if, through the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit 
of God, annexed not to the material 
Elements, or to the outward Action, but 


to the Ordinance partaken of by truly 


devout and well diſpoſed Minds; their 


Faith in God, be encreaſed; their Hope 


and 
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þ moſt ſolemn of all religious Actions, in 
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and Truſt in Him be ſtrengthened ; their 


= Charity towards their Brethren be en- 
larged, in proportion to that Love they 
are commemorating of their common 
Lord; their good Reſolutions be confirm- 
Sed, themſelves enabled, to fulfil thoſe Re- 
| ſolutions in more effectual Obedience, 
and comforted with fuller Aſſurance of 
Pardon of their paſt Sins, upon true Re- 


pentance and Amendment, through the 


Interceſſion of Him who died for them? 
8 Theſe (I ſay,) are evidently great and in- 
eſtimable Benefits : And very clearly ariſe- 


ing, from a due and worthy frequenting 
of the holy Communion. For, if, even 
to private Prayer our Saviour has an- 


nexed ſuch a Promiſe, that with far greater 


Readineſs than Men give good Gifts unto 
their Children, will our heavenly Father 
give good Things, St. Matt. vii. 11. 
Hiritual good Things even his Holy Spi- 
rit, as St. Luke in the paralleled Place ex- 
preſſes it,) to them that aſk him; and, if 
all public Devotions being Ordinances of 
God's own Appointment, as Means and 
Inſtruments of Religion, have till a 


greater Aſſurance of God's Bleſſing at- 


tending them; how much more in this 


this 
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diſpoſed Minds, are, by the Aſſiſtance of ® | 
the Spirit of God, which delights to dwell 


ing us worthy Partakers of the Holy 


—U ͥ —— 
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this great Commemoration of the Sa- 1 1 
crifice of the Death of Chriſt, is it rea- 4 
ſonable to believe, that pious and well- 


in Heavenly and devout Hearts, im- 
proved in all religious Affections, and 
ſtrengthened unto the acceptable Obe- 
dience of a Holy Life? But all this de- 
pends, as I before obſerved, and as Chriſ- 
tians can never be too frequently re- 
minded; It depends (I fay) entirely, not 
on a fecret Virtue annexed to the exter- 
nal Action, which is one of the moſt if 
pernicious of all Errors in Matters of 
Religion 3) but it depends . on the 
right Diſpoſition and worthy Qualifica- 
tion of a pious and devout Mind. Wien 
was the Third Thing I propoſed to con- 
ſider ; namely, What Qualifications or Pre- 
paration is neceſſary, in order to the make- 


Communion. That, in general, there is a 
Diſtinction to be made between Things 
ſacred and profane, is allowed by all Men. 
That Men are not to approach to the 
Table of the Lord, with the ſame Care- 
leſsneſs, and Indifferency of Mind, with the 
fame Unattentivenets and Unconcerned- | : 
nels | 
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4 ness of Spirit, with the ſame wordly 


"i 
as they do to a common Feaſt : That, 


'F ſeeing (as St. Paul argues) we have Houſes to 
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Thoughts and Diſpoſitions about them, 


XZ Eat AY to Drink in, therefore we ought 


2 


not to deſpiſe the Church of God, by behaving 


ourſelves careleſly in Both Places alike 


7 That, if we come unworthily, and with- 


out any due Preparation of Mind, this is 


= wot to eat the Lord's Supper; but, inſtead 
thereof, we become guilty of the Boay 
and Blood of the Lord, i. e. guilty of 


2M Profaneneſs, in not diſcerning the Lord's 


Body, in not diſtinguiſhing ſufficiently a 


— Act of Religion, by the Ditfer- 


ence of our Behaviour from that in Com- 
mon Lite : That, hereby we eat and drink 
our OWN Condemnation, that 1s, as St. Paul 
expreſsly interprets himſelf, we provoke 
God to inflict ſeveral Kinds of Fudg- 
ments upon us: All this is acknowledged 
by every one. But wherein particularly 
conſiſts that due Preparation, by which we 
may be ſure to avoid thoſe Evils and 
Dangers, and to obtain the Benefits of 
worthy receiving; this is what the Con- 
ſciences of welldiſpoſed Perſons, are al- 


| ways deſirous to be eſpecially inſtructed 


in. Now the only Rule the Scripture 
gives 
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gives us in this Caſe, is that Advice off 
the Apoſtle, in the 1 Cor. xi. 28. Let 29 
Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat 7 [I 
that Bread and drink of that Cup. And 1 
This Examination can only be of two Sorts : 1 
Either an Examination into the whole State 
and general Courſe of a Man's Life, whe- 
ther he be at all a ſincere Chriſtian, or not; 1 
or elſe an Examination into the preſent Di. © 2 | 
poſition of his Mind, whether he be at bis 
particular Time in a devout Frame and 9 
Temper, or not. The former of theſe is 'F 
indeed of exceeding great Importance, but 
of no Difficulty at all; the latter is of great 
Difficulty and full of Scruple, but by no 
Means of ſo great Importance. Firſt, A 
Man is to examine into the whole State and 4 
general Courſe of his Life, whether he be 
at all a ſincere Chriſtian, or not. In this 
Senſe St. Paul uſes the Word; 2 Cor. xiii. 
5. Examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the 
Faith; prove your ownſelves. Know ye not 
your ownſelves, how that Jeſus Chrift is in 
Hou, except ye be Reprobates ? And this Exa- 
mination, is not a Matter of great Difficul- 
ty: For, as St. John tells us, the Children 
of God are manifeſt, and the Children of the 
Devil; Whoſoever doth' not Righteouſneſs, is 
not of God, neither. be that loveth not bis 
Brother, 
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1 Brutber. If any Man be a Blaſphemer of 
0 x God, or a profane Mocker and Deſp iſer of 
7 Z Religion; if he has no Senſe of — Ma- 
1 Veſty of God upon his Mind, but habitu- 
1 ally profanes that ſacred adorable Name 

l by Gaths and vain Imprecations ; if any 
Man lives in the Practice of ſecret Fraud 
. and Deceit, of cheating and over-reaching 

his Neighbours ; or by Acts of open Vio- 
| 'F lence and Cruelty, of Paſſion and Blood- 

XZ thirſty Revenge, ſhows that he Hates his 
Brother whom God commands him to love; 

if any Man indulges himſelf in Sins of brutiſn 
Uncleanneſs; or gives himſelf over to Drun- 
kenneſs and baſe Debauchery ; there is no 
great Difficulty in fuch a Perſon's Exami- 
nation of himſelf; for his Conſcience at 
the firſt Thought condemns him without 
7 Controverſy, and his Sins apparently go be- 
j. fore unto Judgment. He is unfit, not only 
, to approach the Table of the Lord ; but 
; © unfit to join himſelf in the Afſemblies of 
„ © the Saints; unfit to bear the Name and 
Profeſſion of a Chriſtian; unworthy to lift 
up his Eyes towards Heaven, towards the 
„Throne of bim, who cannot behold Iniquity. 
% Such a Perſon has no other Courſe to take, 
i but immediately with Shame and Confu- 
is ſion of Face, to acknowledge his Unwor- 
thineſs, 
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turn himſelf unto the Lord by a total 
Change of his Courſe of Life, and an ef 
fectual Reformation of Manners ; and to 


cry mightily unto him that is able to ſave, * 
if perhaps the Wickedneſs of his paſt 
Life may be forgiven him. But without 
ſuch a thorough Change of the whole 
Courſe of his Life, to imagine that bx 
the formal Preparation of a 2 3 
votion, he can become worthy to partake 


3 . 

. 
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of the Holy Communion, and then return 
to his former vicious Practices; this is 


openly mocking the Authority of God, who 


hateth the Hypocrite; it is as it were chal- 


lenging the Almighty to make good his 
Threatnings. But now on the other Hand, 
if a Man in the general Courſe of his 
Life, has made it his ſincere Endeavour 
to obey the Commandments of God, to 
live in the habitual Practice of Sobriety, 
Righteouſneſs, Piety, and Charity; If he 
has either been ſo happy as to have avoided 
all great Crimes, or at leaſt has truly re- 
pented of them by utterly forſaking them, 
and his Conſcience accuſes him of no other 
unrepented and unforſaken Sins, but the 
daily Incurſions of human Frailty; the 
Frailties that virtuous and good Men al- 
| | oo - ways 
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ways complain of, but can never wholly 
eſcape; the little Deviations of Inadver- 


tency and Want of Attention; the ſmall 


WE. 


by { Surprizes of Paſſion, and ſudden Temp- 
tation in Things not of the higheſt Im- 


portance ; the Careleſsneſs of an unguarded 
Word, the Vanity of an indecent 'Thought, 


the Want of conſtant Warmth and Affec- 
tion in Devotion, or the like: When 
bis, I fay, is the caſe: then the Prepara- 
tion of ſuch a Perſon for the Holy Com- 
munion, is only that ſecond Sort of Exa- 


mination I mentioned; an Examination 


into the preſent Diſpoſition of his Mind, 
whether he be at this particular Time in 2 
2x devout Frame and Temper, or not. And 
This, as I faid, is indeed, to pious Per- 
ſons of melancholy Diſpoſitions, a Matter 


very often of great Difficulty and full of 
Scruple ; but, in Reality by no Means of 
ſo great Importance as the other. For, 
though we are indeed always to keep our 
Feet, when we enter into the Houſe of God; 


© that we offer not the Sacrifice of Fools: yet 


the Slowneſs and Indiſpoſition, the Want 
and Warmth of Affection, the troubleſome 


and uneaſy or even irreligious Thoughts 


coming ſuddenly into their Minds, which 


ſuch melancholy pious Perſons are apt to 
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that unqualify them for religious Duties. 
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complain of ; 'are by no Means Things E 


Such Perſons, ſeeing they conſtantly en- 
deavour to obey the Commandments of 
God, and to live in the habitual Practice 
of true Virtue, are always ſincerely reli: 
gious, though they be not always equally 7 
ſenſible of it to their own Satisfaction. 
Their Lamps, though not always alike 7 
trimmed, yet are always burning. They 
have always «pon them what our Sa- 
viour ſtiles the Wedding-Garment, al- 
though not always in equal Order. Where- 
fore, though it becomes us highly, up- 
on every ſolemn Occaſion to trim our 
Lamps, to ſet our Garments in order, 
to excite our moſt affectionate Devotion, 
to lay aſide for the preſent all ſecular 
and worldly Thoughts, and to examine 
moſt ftrictly and particularly into the 
State and Diſpoſition of our Souls, as 
Time and Opportunity offers, without 
anxious and ſuperſtitious Solicitude ; yet, 
where this is by any Accident prevent- 
ed, good Men are, by the babitual |? 
Courſe of a virtuous Life, in a con- 
tinual general Preparation; and may at 
all Times as ſafely communicate without 
Scruple, as it is certain that a * 2 

| and 
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and debauched Perſon can at 10 Time 
be fit to do it, by any formal Preparative: 
of a few Days Devotion, For after all 
that can be ſaid upon this Subject, there 
is no other certain and infallible Mark to 
judge whether we have prepared ourſelves 
duly, and communicated worthily, or not; 
but only by the conſequent Effect. If 
we improve more in Virtue, and more di- 


ligently avoid every Kind of Sin; if we 


ſerve God more devoutly, and love our 
Brother with a more univerſal Charity, 
and endeavour more ſincerely and ſtead- 
dily to obey the Commandments of God 


in the following Courſe of our Lives; 


it is very certain our Preparation was 


good, and our Communion acceptable : 


But, if we continue to live viciouſly, in 
Any Inſtance of unrighteous Practice ; 
our Preparation, at bel, was but a for- 
mal Hypocriſy, and our Offering, was 
without Incenſe, This is the only Rule 
that may certainly be depended upon; 
This is judging of the Tree by its Fruit; 
Which, — in Nature and in Religion, 


is the only unerring Way of Tryal. 


And all otber Marks whatſoever, are but 
perplexing Difficulties, full of Doubts 
and Scruples and endleſs Superſtition. 
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And now from hence it is very eaſy to 
ſhow in the fourth Place, The Groundleſ. A 


which Men uſually allege for their abſtain- 7 
ing from the Communion, under Pretence 


are unwilling to reform; they are un- 
| worthy indeed, and they ought to ab- 


all Profeſſion of Religion; they being 
ſuch Perſons, whom Chriſtian Diſcipline | 


All religious Actions to ſuch Perſons, | 


Roots are dead. In which State fo — 


thineſs to receive the Holy Communion 2 


to partake of the Happineſs of the Right- 


Warmth of * or a | general Senſe Þ 


( 52 ] 


neſs and Vanity of moſt of thoſe Reaſons, | 


by, 


E: . 
38 


of Want of due Preparation. For, if a 
their Unpreparedneſe $ ariſes from a vi- 
cious and debauched Life, which they 7 


ſtain; but not from the Communion 7 
only, but from Prayers alſo, and from 


ought to ſeparate from the Communion | 
of Saints, as their own Conſcience ſepa- | 
rates them from the Hopes of Heaven. | 


being like watering a Plant, whoſe very 


as they continue, they have no great 2 
Reaſon to be uneaſy at their Unwor- 7 


here, ſeeing they have no Regard for their 
own Souls, and no-Care of being worthy | 


eous hereafter. Bur, if the Unworthineſs 
they allege, be only a preſent Want of | 


of 
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of their being frail and Sinful 1 Si 
notwithſtanding their beſt and moſt ſincere 
Endeavours to avoid all known Sin; this I 
have already ſhown, not to be a real Un- 
worthineſs, but merely an ungrounded and 
melancholy Imagination, which ought to 
" == be lighted and reſiſted. If they be terri- 
*Z fied at the Severity of the Penalty, that 
"7 they who eat and drink unworthily, eat 
aud drink Condemnation to themſelves ; it is 
to be obſerved, that when this is un- 
derſtood of the Unworthineſs only of a 
= /ingle Action, the Condemnation denounced 
is not eternal Damnation, but temporal 
Judgment, as St. Paul expreſsly explains 
his own Words in That very Text. 
But when the Unworthineſs is habitual, 
and ſo liable to a ſeverer Condemnation ; 
it is evident the Penalty annexed, is not ta 
the ſingle Aion of eating and drinking, but 
= to the Habitual State of Unworthineſs ; in 
which evil State, That Man, equally con- 
tinues, who, being habitually unworthy, 
cats not, as he who eats, being likewiſe 
2 unworthy : and conſequently he cannot, by 
2 abſtaining, eſcape that Condemnation, which 
is However due to his Unworthineſs, whe- 
ther he communicates or no. For it is 
not poſſible, that he who pow continues 
| | D 3 un- 
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unworthy to partake of the Lord's Supper, Hf 
ſhould hereafter be found worthy to parti- 
cipate of the eternal Supper of the Lamb. 
"Wherefore, whilft any Man really continues 
unworthy; as it is no Benefit to him to 
communicate, ſo to abſtain is no Advantage, 
and there is no other Way for him to eſ- 
cape the Judgment he fears, but by imme- 2? 
diately preparing himſelf in the Way of 
| Righteouſneſs, to become worthy to ſerve © 
God here, and enjoy him hereafter. Laſt- 
ly, if Men abſtain out of an Apprehenſion 3 
that Sins committed afterwards will become 
unpardonable ; I anfwer, there is not the . 
leaſt Ground or Hint in Scripture for any 
ſuch Apprehenſion. That the Sins of 
Chriſtians againſt the clear Light of the 4 
Goſpel ſhall more difficultly be pardoned, | 4 
than the Sins of thoſe who want that Light; 
the Scripture does indeed frequently aſſure 3 
us: And it were well if Men would think 
of it more than they do: But this Aggre- 1 
vation of Sin is equally the ſame, in thoſe } 
who receive the Communion, and in thoſe 
who receive it not. For not, if we ſin F 
wilfully after we have received the Sacra- 
ment, but, if we ſin wilfully after we have 
received the Knowledge of the Truth, (faith 
the Apoſtle) there remains #0 neu Sacrifice 


[-$5-] 


for Sin. And this Conſideration indeed is 


a good Reaſon, not to deter Men from tlie 


Communion, but to deter them from pre- 


tending to be Chriſtians at all, ſo long as 
they reſolve to live viciouſly and irreligi- 


ouſly, 


And now nothing remains of what! pro- 
poſed upon this Subject, but in the /aft 
Place juſt to mention ſome of the groſs 
Corruptions, wherewith the Church of 
Rome have highly diſhonoured this ſolemn 


Commemoration of the Death of our Lord. 
And, 


Firſt, Whereas our Saviour * thought 


jit to inſtitute no other Memorial of his 
Death and Paſſion, but only the Euchariſ- 


tical Feaſt of the Sacrament ; it is a great 
and unpardonable Preſumption, for Men 
to imagine that they themſelves can invent 


better Repreſentations, and more ſenſible 


Helps of Devotion, than that which God 
has appointed : Such as are the Uſe of 
Images, and the like, in religious Worſhip. 

Wherein, as they have departed from the 


Simplicity and ſpiritual Purity of the Chtiſ- 
tian Worſhip ; ſo they have found by Ex- 


perience, that the Addition of any fuch. 

human Inventions in the Worſhip of God, 

has tended only to * Men's Manners, 
and 
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and bring in great and endleſs Superſti- 


tions. 
Secondly, Whereas our Saviour inſtituted 
this Holy Sacrament expreſsly for a perpe- 
tual Remembrance or Commemoration of his 
Death and Paſſion; it is a very great Cor- 
ruption, to teach, that the Elements are 
changed into the Subſtance of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, and that the Sacrament is 
properly a continual Repetition (not Com- 
memoration) of that expiatory Sacrifice once 
offered upon the Croſs; our Lord's Com- 
mand, is, Do this in Remembrance of Me. 
Now in the Nature of Things, the Remem- 
brance of any Thing, is not the Repetition of 
the Thing itſelf. And ſuch a repeated Of- 7 
fering up continually the rea! ſubſtantial 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, (if any ſuch 
Ih; Thing could be,) would not be a Commemo- 
rating the Sacrifice once offered upon the 
Croſs; but obliterating the Memory of it bß 
offering perpetually ew ones. And then 
muſt Chriſt oft have ſuffered ſince the Founda- © 
tion of the World; whereas now once only in 
the End of the World (as the Scripture ex- | 
preſsly affirms) has he appeared to put away | 
Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf. The Argu- 
ments drawn by thoſe of the Church of 
Rome, from the figurative nnn, by 
which 
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which the Elements are called Chrift*s Body 


and Blood 3 and the Sacrament itſelf a Sacri- 
ce; (in like Manner as Chriſt figuratively 


calls himſelf, a Door, a Way, a Vine, and the 
like, and the Apoſtles call Praiſe and Alms a 
Sacrifice ; and St. Paul ſtiles the Chriſtian 
Church the true Circumciſion:) The Argu- 
ments, I ſay, drawn from theſe figurative 
Expreſſions for the Popiſh Doctrine, are as 
abſurd and contrary to common Senſe, as 
their Practice of worſhipping a Piece of 
Bread for God, is idolatrous and abomi- 

nable. | 
| Thirdly, Whereas our Saviour commands 
his Diſciples expreſsly, to eat of this Bread, 
and Drink of this Cup; tis a moſt unjuſtifi- 
able Innovation in the Church of Rome, to 
with-hold the Cup from the People. St. 
Paul in the plaineſt Words that can be, de- 
clares it to be the People's Duty, to partake 
in both Kinds, as off as ye eat this Bread and 
drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death 
fill he come: And our Saviour's command to 
his Diſciples was, Drink ye all of this, as 
well as, Take, eat, this is my Body, To 
which, if it be replied (as they ſometimes 
abſurdly do) that all thoſe Diſciples whom 
our Saviour commanded to drink this, were 
Prieſts, and none of them Lay-men ; *tis 
evident 
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that the People are denied the Cup, that 
they may be denied partaking of the Sacra- 


But then e alſo of the reformed Church 
ought always to be put in Mind, that 


van'age of Both, if the Holineſs of our 
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evident they were the ſame Perſons only, to ; 1 
whom he adminiſtred the Bread alſo: and 
then it will follow, by the ſame Reaſon, 


ment at all: Which is the higheſt Impiety. 


though we are allowed to communicate in 
Beth Kinds, yet we may ſtill loſe the Ad- 


Lives be not anſwerable to the Obliga- 


tions which This Communion lays up- 
on us. 


PRAYERS 


AN D 


MEDITATIONS 


the 


Relating to 


„ 


By 


r 


* Is” 
r 8 


— — —— 


rr 


——.— 


r 


= 


. 


x 


8 
2 


—— — — 
— 


— ILED 


ec 
* 


So 


AYERS 
| AND ; 
MEDITATIONS 
Relating to the 

| HOLY COMMUNION, 


With ſome PROPOSITIONS. 


Be i 
8 
3 
3 
EIS 
— — 2 
RE 
bs 
N 
N 
3 
5 "3 
8 N 
e 
7 1 IOS. . 
8 
8 
1 
Pp 2 
B 
3 
1 
e 0 e . 
HRS. 
I, 
DS 
3 
8 
8 * 
3 
3 
A 12 * 
IRE? "44 
= 
3 
MET 
3 k 


_—_— 2 * 


„ * — 


PROPOSITIONS. 
HE Partaking of the Lord's 
\ og Supper is not a Duty of it- 
felt; or a Duty apparent to 
us tromthe Natureot Things 
but a Duty made ſuch to Chri/- 
tians, by the poſitive Inſtitution of Fejus 
Chriſt. 
2. All poſitive Duties, or Duties made 


luch by Iuſtitution alone, depend entirely 
3 upon 
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upon the Will and Declaration of the Per- 1 


ledge and Practice of it. 
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ſon who inſtitutes or ordains them, wit!“ 
reſpect to the Real Deen and End off 
them; and conſequently, to the due Man-. 
ner of performing them. © 
3. Ir is plain, therefore, that the Nature, 
the De/ign, and the due Manner of partak- |? 
ing, of the Lord's Supper, muſt of Neceſ- |? 
ity depend upon what, eſis Chriſt, who 
inſtituted it, hath declared about it. - Þ 
And therefore as he appointed this Duty; 
his Will alone is to direct us in the Know- 


4. It cannot be doubted that he himſelf? 
ſufficiently declared, to his firſt and imme- 
diate Followers, the Whole of what he de- 
ſigned ſhould be underſtood by it, or im. 
plied in it. 2 

For this being a poſitive Inſtitution, de-; 
pending entirely upon 4is Will; and not“ 
deſigned to contain any Thing in it, but 
what he himſelf ſhould pleaſe to affix to it; 
it muſt follow that he declared his Mind 1 
about it, fully and plainly, becauſe other-} | 
wiſe, he muſt be ſuppoſed to inſtitute 2 
Duty, of which no one could have any 
Notion without his Inſtitution ; and at the , _ 

5 an 
ſame Time not to inſtruct his F ollowen 0 
1 what that Duty was to be. * 
It is of ſmall Importance, therefore, F 


, know what the many Wri-| Fr 
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ters upon this Subject, ſince the Time of 


the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, have affirmed. 
Much lefs can it be the Duty of Chriſtians 
to be guided by what any Perſons, by their 


don Authority, or from their own Imagi- 


nations, may teach concerning this Duty. 
The Reaſon is plain: becauſe, in the 


Matter of an inſtituted Duty (or, a Duty 


made ſo by the poſitive Will of any Per- 


ſon) no one can be a Judge, but the Inſti- 


tutor himſelf, of what he deſigned ſhould 


be contained in it; and becauſe, ſuppoſing 
him not to have ſpoken his Mind plainly 
about it; it is impoſſible that any other Per- 
ſon (to whom the Iuſtitutor himſelf never 
revealed his Deſign) ſhould make up that 
PDefect. All that is added therefore, to 
Chriſt's Inſtitution, as a neceſſary Part of 
it, ought to be eſteemed only as the Inven- 
tion of thoſe who add it: and the more 
there is added; (let it be done with never 
ſo much Solemnity, and never fo great 
Pretences to Autaority ;) the leſs there is 
2 remaining of the Simplicity of the [n/titu- 
tion, as Chriſt himſelf left it. 


I am the more ſolicitous to obſerve this, 


and to impreſs it upon the Minds of Chri/- 
4 7rans, becauſe it is the only Thing that can 
either prevent, or cure, the Miſtakes and 
Uneaſineſſes of many ſincere Chriſt ians, upon 
this Subject: it being very certain, that 


B 2 they 
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they are owing to the Accounts given of |? 
this Religious Duty, in many Books of De-. 
votion and not to the original Account of 
it, laid down in the New Teſtament ; and“ 
therefore, that nothing can remedy this“ 
Evil for the future, but perſuading OY 3 


lians to have Recourſe to Feſus Chriſt, and 


to thoſe to whom he himſelf declared what 
his Deſign was in this Inſtitution. K 

6. The Paſſages in the New Teſtament, 
which relate to this Duty, and they alone, 
are the original Accounts of the Nature and 
End of this Inflituticn ; and the only au- 
thentic Declarations, upon which we of 


later Ages can ſafely depend: being writ- 2 
ten by the immediate Followers of our 


Lord; thoſe who were Witneſſes them-F 
ſelves to the Inſtitution ; or were inſtructed in 
it, either by thoſe that were ſo, or by! 
Chrif himſelf; and conſent in delivering! 
down one and the ſame Account of this 
religious Duty. ; 
Whatever was truly neceſſary at firſt, Þ 
towards a right Underſtanding of this Inſti- 
tution, was without Doubt contained in the 
firſt and earlieſt Accounts of it. Other- 
wife, it muſt be ſaid, that the very r 


Chriſtians, who were called upon to per- 


form this Duty, and who actually did per-] 
form it very frequently, were not fully 
inſtructed by the Apoſites in it. Whatever 


18 
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s neceſſary for us of later Ages to know of 
this Duty, muſt be contained in the earlieſt 
-F3 Accounts of it, tranſmitted to us; otherwiſe 
it muſt be ſuppoſed that thoſe who could 

2 beſt inform us of the full Intent and End 
of it, were not permitted or enabled by 
23 Almighty God to do it; and that their Ac- 
count of the [n/titution, delivered down to us, 
2 is imperfect, who alone had it in their Power 
to convey it to Us in the fulleſt and moſt 
perfect Manner. But theſe Things cannot 
be conceived. —<The Writers of the New 
7 Teftament being the earlieſt of all upon this 
Subject, and the moſt certainly acquainted 
with it; (whether they be conſidered as 
” Witneſſes to the Inſtitution itſelf, or in- 
2 ſtructed by thoſe who were ſo; or, as af- 
terwards receiving what they taught, from 
Z Chriſt himſelf ;) muſt be the bet, or rather 
the only Writers for us to depend upon. — 
|} Others who followed, whether ſooner or 
later, have no Pretences to the ſame Re- 
gard from us. A very few Years makes a 
great Alteration in Mens Notions and Lan- 
ti. guage, about ſuch Points of Religion. 
he And the Diſtance of many Years makes a 


r- ſtill greater Alteration ; whilſt Men of va- 


„nous Opinions, and ſtrong Imaginations, 
r- are continually going on to comment and 
enlarge upon ſuch Subjects. The New Te- 
ly ftament therefore, in this Caſe, is alone to 
11 | TS | be 
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they are owing to the Accounts given offi 
this Religious Duty, in many Books of De. 
votion ; and not to the original Account of 
= laid down in the New Teſtament ; and 
therefore, that nothing can remedy this“ 
Evil for the future, but perſuading on: {1 
tians to have Recourſe to Jeſus Chriſt, and 
to thoſe to whom he himſelf declared what 
his Deſign was in this Inſtitution. - 
6. The Paſſages in the New Teſtament, 
which relate to this Duty, and they alone, 
are the original Accounts of the Nature and 
End of this Inſtituticn ; and the only au- 
thentic Declarations, upon which we of, 
later Ages can ſafely depend: being writ-|* 
ten by the immediate Followers of our 
Lord; thoſe who were Witneſſes chem: [2 
ſelves to the Inſtitution; or were inſtructed in] j 
it, either by thoſe that were ſo, or by ; 
Chrift himſelf; and conſent in delivering : 
down one and the ſame Account of this : 
religious Duty. . 
Whatever was truly neceſſary at firſt, 
towards a right Underſtanding of this Inſti-. 
tution, was without Doubt centained in the 
firſt and earlieſt Accounts of it. Other-F 
wife, it muſt be ſaid, that the very rt, 
Chriſtians, who were called upon to per- 
form this Duty, and who actually did per- 
form it very frequently, were not fully 
inſtructed by the Apoſtles in it. Whatever 
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is neceſſary for us of later Ages to know of 
this Duty, muſt be contained in the earlieſt 
Accounts of it, tranſmitted to us; otherwiſe 
it muſt | be ſuppoſed that thoſe who could 
beſt inform us of the full Intent and End 
of it, were not permitted or enabled by 
Almighty God to do it; and that heir Ac- 
count of the Inſtitution, delivered down to us, 


is imperfect, who alone had it in their Power 


to convey it to Us in the fulleſt and moſt 


perfect Manner. But theſe Things cannot 
„be conceived.— The Writers of the New 


Teſtament being the earlieſt of all upon this 


Subject, and the moſt certainly acquainted 
with it; (whether they be conſidered as 


Witneſſes to the Inflitution itſelf, or in- 


ſtructed by thoſe who were ſo; or, as af- 


terwards receiving what they taught, from 
Chriſt himſelf ;) muſt be the bet, or rather 


the only Writers for us to depend upon.— 


Others who followed, whether ſooner or 
later, have no Pretences to the fame Re- 
gard from us. A very few Years makes a 
great Alteration in Mens Notions and Lan- 
guage, about ſuch Points of Religion. 
And the Diſtance of many Years makes a 


: {till greater Alteration ; whilſt Men of va- 
} rious Opinions, and ſtrong Imaginations, 


are continually going on to comment and 
enlarge upon ſuch Subjects. The New Te- 


| ſtament therefore, in this Caſe, is alone to 


B 3 be 


takes up but πͥο or three ſmall Verſes, in 'J 
Put the four ſeveral Accounts together; 


the leaſt of thoſe many Treatiſes, which, 


Maſter left in the greateſt Plainneſs and Sim- 1 
loweſt Underſtanding, judge, whether |? 


mediate Followers ; than to 1magine that 5 


[61 9 
be depended on: from which we ought to 
take all our Notions of this Duty. 3 

The original Account of this Inſtitution | 
{and we may be ſure, that is the beſt,)' 3 


any one of the Evangeliſts, or in St. Paul, 3 
who had more Occaſion, from the Abuſe |? 
of ſome Chriſtians, to enlarge upon it. 


(though, in Truth, they are only the ſame | 7 
Hiſtory repeated four Times ;) they will, 
all united, hardly make up a few Pages of 


have been written upon this Subject, ſince | 
the firſt Ages; and ſome of which have in- 
deed, but too much helped to render bt 
a Matter of Intricacy and Terror, (and this | * 
chiefly to honeſt Chriftians,) which their? 


plicity. Let any ſincere Chriſtian of the 


more Regard ought not to be paid to our 
bleſſed Lord himſelf, in a Point which de-“ 
pended entirely upon his Will; than to any | 
of thoſe, who cannot pretend to have had 
their Inſtructions immediately from him; 
or, whether it be not more prous (as well as 
more reaſ{onable,) to believe that our Lord 
himſelf declared his Mind fufficiently, F 
about his n Inſtitution, to his own im- 


2 
— 4 
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he left it to be declared for him, by Men 
who ſhould live, one hundred, or five 
hundred, or a thouſand, or near two thou- 


2 ſand Years, after the firſt Iuſtilution of this 


Duty. I ſay not this to reflect upon any 
well - meaning Writers, or any Men of ſin- 
cere Piety : but merely becauſe ſo much of 
Superſtition and Terror has been infuſed 
into the Minds of many honeſt Chriſtians ; 


3 that it is become highly proper, and indeed 


neceſſary, to put them in Mind that the 
Lord's Supper is the Iuſtitution of Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and not of any of their Fellow-Chriſ- 
tians ; and that they mult ſeek in his Words, 
and the Declarations of his Apoſtles, for 
all that is contained in it, or can be neceſ- 
ſary towards the due partaking of it, 

7. It appears from all the Paſſages in the 
New Teſtament relating to this Inſtitution , 
that the End for which our Lord inſtituted 
this Duty, was the Remembrance of him 
ſelf; that the Bread to be taken and eaten, 
was appointed to be the Memorial of his 
Body broken; and the Wine to be drunk, 


at? was ordained to be the Memorial of his 


Blood ſhed : or, (according to the expreſs 
Words of St. Paul) that the one was to be 


eaten, and the other to be drunk, in Ke— 


membrance of Chriſt; and this to be conti- 
nued, until he, who was once preſent with 


his Diſciples, and is now abſent, ſhall come 


again. 


S 4. This 


181 

This alone may furniſh even the un- 
learned Chriſtian with a ſhort but plain Ar- 
gument to prove the Abſurdity and Falſ- 
hood of the Doctrine of Transſubſtantia- 
lion, or Change of the Bread and Wine 
into the natural Body and Blood of Chriſt; 
or of any Bodily Preſence of Chriſt in this 
Rite. It appearing from the Words of the 


Inſtitution itſelf: That the Lord's Supper 


was expreſs ly deſigned, as I have before ob- 
ſerved, for the Remembrance of Chriſt, after He 


ſhould be taken away: Therefore, Chriſt, 
who is to be remembered, cannot, at the 
Time of ſuch Remembrance, be corporally 


preſent. Again, The Bread and Vine were 


ordained for Memorials of his Body bro- 
ken, and Blood ſhed, for Us. Therefore, 


His Natural Body and Blood muſt be 4+- 


ſent, in order to be remembered by Means of 
ſuch Memorials. And again, They them- 


ſelves cannot be the Memorials of them- 
ſelves, in this Rite, For nothing can be ca- 
ten, or drunk, in Remembrance of itſelf. 


And Therefore, It cannot be the Natural 


Body and Blood of Chriſt which is eaten 
and drunk in the Lord's Supper: but ſome- 
thing, (viz. Bread and Wine) in Remem- 
brance of Them; and conſequently, it is 


this Remembrance which conſtitutes the very 


Nature of this Holy Rite. And indeed, we 


no longer ſtrictly keep up to the Original 


Inſtitution, 
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Inſtitution, than whilſt we conſider it as 
a Rite to be ſeriouſly performed in Remem- 
brance of an abſent Saviour. For this Re- 
membrance of Chriſt, during the Time of 
his Bodily Abſence, was by Himſelf and his 
pong declared to be the End of this bo- 

ſitive Inſtitution. 

8. The Examination mentioned by St. 
Paul, as regarding the Lord's Supper, is, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, a Chriſtian's Examination 
of his own Heart and Diſpoſition, by the 
Inſtitution of this Holy Rite, in order to 
aſſure himſelf that He comes to the Lord's 
Supper, and will behave Himſelf at it, not 
2 as a common Meal, or an ordinary Eating 
and Drinking; but as a particular Rite a 
pointed by Chriſt: namely, That He 
comes to it, in order to eat his Bread, and 
drink this Wine, in a Serious and Religious 
* Remembrance of Him, and of his Death. 

* The Mention made here of Examination, 
was entirely owing to this, that ſome of the 
Corinthian Chriſtians, had deviated, in 
their Practice, from the Inſtitution of Chriſt E 
and behaved Themſelves ſo intemperately 
and indecently, as to make no Diſtinction 
between the Eating and Drinking in Me- 
mory of their Maſter; and their Eating 
and Drinking indecently at a Common 
Meal. When therefore, any ſincere and 


frious Believer in Chriſt has approved Him- 
B 5 ſelf 
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felf to his own Conſcience in this Particular, 
that He comes to the Lord's Supper, as His 
Difciple, with a Temper and Deſign ſuitable | 
to the only End of it's Inſtitution ; He may |? 
be certain that He has examined Himſelf in | * 
that Senſe, in which alone the Apoſtle has 
recommended this Duty, with regard to | 


the partaking of the Lord's Supper. 


An Examination of a Man's whole Life : 


and Conduct, by the known Law of God, 


if it be wholly in order to render Himſelf 13 
more perfect in the Practice of all that is, 


praiſe-worthy, in every Circumſtance and 
Relation of Life, muſt be of great Ufe to 


Every well-diſpofed Chriſtian, But for- 


this, Every one is the beſt Judge for Him- 
ſelf, of the proper and moſt convenient 
Time. My Deſign is only to obſerve here, 
that Self-examination, in this Extent, is not 
a Duty neceſſarily previous to the Lord's 
Supper; nor ſpoken of, by St. Paul, in this 
Degree, as neceſſary to our duly partaking 
of it. And this is fit to be obſerved ; that 


fo no ſerious Chriſtian may, on the one 


Hand, make it a Pretence for his not com- 
ing to this Religious Rite, that He has not 
had Time for a long and particular. Exami- 
zation into his whole paſt Conduct; or, on 
the other Hand, be uneaſy (as too many 
have been) at their honeſt Performance of 
this Duty, in Remembrance of their rar 
| 5 an 


by 
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cular Examination. 


In the public Office of the Church, it is 


obſervable, that the Duty of Examination 
is propoſed to Them, who are at that very 


: | Time ſuppoſed to remain in the Church, as 
Communicants. The Exhortation and 


Threatning of St. Paul to the Corinthians, 
are then read to them; They are called 
upon, at that very Time, to judge Them- 
|: ſelves, and to approve Themſelves, by 
coming with the proper Diſpoſitions to the 
Lord's Table. All which muſt be fup- 
2 poſed to be founded upon this, That even 
ſo ſhort an Examination, in the Church it- 
ſelf, juſt before the Partaking of the Bread 
and Wine, may be ſufficient to fatisfy a 
True Chriſtian, whether He is at that 


Time coming to the Lord's Supper with a 


> Temper and Behaviour, table to the In- 
titution, according to what St. Paul has 
ſaid about it; and that He may examine 
and judge Himſelf, at that very Time, 
enough to be fully fatisfied in this efſential 
5 Point: all which is perfectly agreeable to 
what I have been now ſaying. 
; It is evident from this Paſſage of 
St. Paul, that the whole Affair of Eating 
and Drinking UnworTHILY, in St. Paul's 
: Senſe, is confined to the Frame of our 
Minds, and our Behaviour, at the very 
Time 


and Maſter, without ſuch a long and parti- 
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Time of our Performance of this Reli- 


gious Duty. Whoever therefore, eats this 


Bread, and drinks th;s Wine, with a ſerious 
and Chriſtian Frame of Mind; and a Be- 
haviour ſuitable to the Deſign of the Iuſti- 
tution; and doing the Whole in Remem- 
brance 'of Chriſt, as his Lord and Maſter, 
and Remembering his Body broken, and his 


Blood ſhed, at the ſame Time; certainly can- 


not poſſibly be ſaid to cat and drink Un- 
WOR THILY, in St. Paul's Senſe. 

The Point here is not, Who is worthy, 
in the ſtrict Senſe of that Word, to appear 
before God, in any Religious Action: but, 
Who performs that Action worthily, that is, 
ſuitably to the Nature and profeſſed Deſign 
of it; and who, Unworthily, No Man 
can be ſaid to be Wortby, in Strictneſs of 
Speech, to approach God in Prayer : but 
He may, notwithſtanding this, pray wor- 


thily, or, perform that Religious Duty, in 


a Manner, and with a Frame of Mind, 
in ſuch Degree, worthy of it, (that is, 
ſuitable to the End of it,) that it ſhall be 
acceptable to God who requires it; - not- 
withſtanding his Imperfections and F ailings. 
10. He only therefore ought to be af- 
frighted at the Words of St. Paul, be- 
cauſe He only can, in the Apoſtle's Senſe, 
be ſaid to eat and drink Unworthily, who 
without conſidering the Duty he profeſſes 
0 


er 


1131 
to perform; without a ſerious Regard to 


ene Remembrance of his Lord and Maſter, 
for which only It was commanded ; eats 


this Bread, and drinks this Wine, either with 


no Thought at all of the Eng of this Infli- 
tution; (which is one Degree of doing it 


unſuitabiy to the Nature of the Thing; ) or 
(which is Worſe,) with Thoughts — Be- 


haviour, utterly inconſiſtent with the Deſign 


of this Holy Rite, or with a Chriſtian's 
Duty at any Time. 
I thought it the more neceſſary to ſettle 


this Point in the plaineſt Manner, becauſe 


the great Uneaſineſs of Honeſt Chriſtians, 
upon this Head, appears to have been 
founded, not upon their actual Partaking 
of the Lord's Supper, Unworthily, or in a 


Manner unſuitable to it's Deſign; without 


diſcerning and conſidering the Eud of it; 
with which alone St. Paul concerns Him- 
ſelf: but upon ſome other Sort of Notions 


not relating to this: and the Dread of par- 


taking Unworthily, in ſome Senſe, which 


though unknown to St. Paul, and found 


out ſince his Time, yet is pretended to be 
built entirely upon His Doctrine laid down 


in this Place. This Doctrine I have now- 


endeavoured to explain, for the Uſe of 

ſuch Chriſtians, in theſe later Ages. 
The Corinthian Sinners, whoſe Guilt lay 
in their unchriſtian Behaviour, at this very 
Nite, 
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a Rite, were not forbid to come, or at all 
diſcouraged by St. Paul from coming, to it 
again. On the contrary, it was ſuppoſed 
fill to be their Duty; and they were re- 
quired to come to it in a ſerious and Chriſ- 
tian Manner : but without the leaft Encou- 
ragement to them from hence, to hope for 
God's Favour without their Amendment. 
So likewiſe, what is here ſaid cannot en- 
courage Sinners of any Sort, to place the 
leaſt Hope in their Partaking of the Lord's 
Supper, whilſt They continue in the Prac- 
tice of their Sins; becauſe this Continuance 
in Sin is itſelf the Forfeiture of God's Fa- 
vour ; and muſt end in their Condemna- 
tion, according to the expreſs Terms of the 
Goſpel. But it is indeed of the contrary 
| Tendency, namely, to bring Them to at- 
| tend upon this Inſtitution, with ſuch a ſe- 
rious Frame of Mind as may happily lead 
| I them to the forſaking of all their Sins, and 
i - a total Amendment of Life. ” 
i Before I conclude this Part of the Sub- 
| ject, I muſt obſerve, that the Cuſtom in our 
Church, being this, That the Minifter of- 
ficiating, not only delivers the Bread and 
Vine into the Hands of Every Communi- 
cant, but at the ſame Time diſt:n#ly calls 
upon every Perſon, to eat the one in Re- 
. membrance of Chriſt's Body broken artd de- 
| prived of Life; and to drink the other in 
ll Remem- 


15 ] 
Remembrance of Chriſt's Bled ſbed: This 


(joined to the Diſuſe of annexing this Rite 


to any other Feaſt) guards it almoſt againſt 
the Poſſibility of any ſerious Chriſtian's eat- 
ing or drinking, unworthily ; or anſuitably 
to the End of it. He is in ſuch a manner 
put in Mind of Chriſt's Body, when He 
takes the Bread; and of Chriſt's Blood, 
when He takes the Cup; that, if He hears 
the Words, and comes with Seriouſneſs, 
He cannot but eat and drink in a Religious 
Remembrance of Chriſt, as his Lord and 
Maſter ;, and ſo cannot eat and drink un- 
worthily, in the Apoſtle's Senſe ; that is, 
unſuitabiy to this Inſtitution ; notwithſtand- 
ing his Imperfections and Failings in other 
Parts of his Conduct, which have no Rela- 
tion to this Inſtance of his Duty. I fay 
this of ſerious Chriſtians, who ſincerely be- 
lieve in Chriſt, as their Maſter and Judge, 
As for Others; I am not now ſpeaking to 
Them. | 
There is a long Diſcourſe of our Bleſſed 
Saviour's, in the 6th Chapter of St. Fobr's 
Goſpel, about eating His Fleſb and drinking 
His Blood; which Many have laboured 
much to interpret concerning the Lord's 
Supper : eſpecially ſince the abſurd Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation, and other Dark and 


Unintelligible Notions have been brought. 
into this Subject. But as there is no Ap- 


pearance 
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pearance that this Paſſage was underſtood, 
in the very firſt Days of the Church, to 
concern this Rite; fo, whoever will ſeri- 
ouſly conſider the Whole of it, will pre- 
ſently find that it could not relate to a Du- 
ty, which was not then inſtituted, nor fo 
much as hinted at by our Lord to his Diſ- 
ciples : but was indeed only a very High 
Figurative Repreſentation to the Jews then 
about Him, of their Duty and Obligation 
to receive into their Hearts, and Digeſt, 
his whole Doctrine, as the Food and Life 

of their Souls. 
11. It is an Employment very proper, 
and very agreeable to this Iuſtitution, to re- 
vive in our Minds, upon this Occaſion, the 
Force of all thoſe Arguments -upon which 
We believe in Chriſt ; to own ourſelves His 
Diſciples; to confeſs, and heartily con- 
demn, all our Deviations from His Laws, 
and Precepts, to acknowledge before God 
our Obligations to live as His Diſciples, 
who expect to be happy upon his Terms 
only; to expreſs our ſincere Thankfulneſs 
for his Doctrine, Example, Life, and 
Death, to profeſs our Dependance upon 
| Him, as our only Head; and laſtly, to re- 
| vive and enlarge our affectionate Union 
and Sympathy with all other Members of 

. the ſame Body throughout the World. 
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17 
A ſerious Chriſtian cannot better employ 
his Time, upon this Occaſion, than in re- 
viving in his own Mind the proper Thoughts 


upon theſe Subjects, in ſuch manner, as to 


have the beſt Effect upon Himſelf, in the 
whole Conduct of his Life. For I muſt 
obſerve, that though the Performance of 
this one Duty in a manner not unworthy of 


it, or «unſuitable to it, be the Great Point to 


© be neceſſarily regarded, at the very Time 


= 
n 


of our Attendance upon this Holy Inſtitu- 


tion; yet, the Nature of the Thing itſelf, 
5 codifideved 3 in all it's Circumſtances, diredts 
the Mind of a Chriſtian to many Thoughts; 


| the Performance of the Duty, are of the- 


| thus prove, by its own Tendency and good 


which, though not abſolutely neceſlary to 


greateſt. Importance to Himſelf : and may 


| Effect upon a Moral Agent, not only an 


Act of Obedience to his Lord's Command; 


| creaſe in all that is "Worthy of a Man, and 


but a Mean leading to his own greater En- 


| a Chriſtian, 


| Lord's Supper, as to be abſolutely neceſſary to 


Theſe I mention, as very proper Em- 


ployments of our ſerious Thoughts, during 
the Time of our Whole Attendance upon this 


Rite : but not as Subjects ſo peculiar to the 


be enlarged upon, every Time we partake 
of it. The Cuſtom of our Church often 
gives us Leiſure to employ our private 

Thoughts; 
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Thoughts; and theſe are Points worthy of 
them. But the Eſence of this Duty, or 
what conſtitutes the Nature of it, is com- 
prehended within the Bounds of our par- 
taking of the Bread and Wine, and con- 
ſiſts in our doing it, as Chriſtians, in Re- 
membrance of Chriſt and his Love: which 
cannot be done without Faith in Him, and 
T hankfulneſs to God. : 
If We partake of this Holy Rite with ſuch 
Diſpoſitions of Mind as become Chriſtians, 
and are agreeable to this Infituticn ; parti- 
cularly, with a due Senſe of our paſt Sins, 
and a Reſolution of behaving ourſelves as 
Chriſt's Diſciples; and with a true Faith (or 
Belief) in Him, as ſent into the World by 
God, without which we cannot remember 
Him at his Table as our Lord and Maſter ; 
We ſhall then, with theſe Diſpoſitions of 
Mind, come to good Purpoſe. By our 
Faith, and ſincere accepting Him as our 
Maſter, we ſhall come up to the full Mean- 
ing of that Expreſſion in the Goſpel, in | 
which his Followers were called upon to eat 
his Fleſb and drink his Blood; in a Spiritual 
or Religious Senſe, embracing his Doctrine, 
as the Food and Life of our Souls. We 
ſhall then be ſo acceptable to Chriſt, that 
We may be ſaid (by a ſtrong Figure 2 
Speech) to dwell in Him, and He in Us ; 

* One "ab Chri/t, and Chriſt with Us; ; 
that 
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? that is, that Chriſt and Ve, to all Intents 
and Purpoſes of True Religion, ſhall be 


in perfect Friendſhip and Union together: 


Me partaking of the good Spirit of his 
* Goſpel; and He receiving Us, and doin 
all good Offices to Us, as his true Dif: 
; ciples and Followers. 


There is a ſhort Prayer in our Com- 


! munion. Office, which has the following 
Petition in it, viz. © Grant Us therefore, 
Gracious Lord, ſo to eat the Fleſh of thy 


dear Son Feſus Chriſt, and to drink his Blood, 


| that our ſinful Bodies may be made clean by 
his Body, and our Souls waſhed through his 
| moſt precious Blood; and that We may ever- 


more dwell in Him, and He in Us,” This 
is all expreſſed in the figurative Manner : 
but the Meaning of it in plain Words, is 
this. Grant that We, though Unworthy, 
in ourſelves, of thy favourable Accep- 
tance, may eat- this Bread, and drink this 
Wine, which are now to be taken in Re- 
membrance of the Fleſh (or rather Body) 


and Blood of Chriſt, ſo worthily ; that 


We may be acceptable to Thee in it; and 
that our Religious Attendance upon this 
Rite, as Chriſtians ſincerely believing the 
Gofpel, may prove one Mean of our an- 
ſwering the great End of our Bleſſed 
Lord's living and dying for our Benefit ; 
the being purified both in Soul and Bedy; and 
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may help to lead Us to a State of Holineſs, 
by which alone We can hope to be in Union 
and Friendſhip with Chriſt. They who 
embrace an obſcure Notion of receiving 
any other Sort of Cleanſing and Waſhing, 
from this Holy Rite, ſeem to- me to delude 
Themſelves; and to expect from it what 
our Blefed Lord never annexed to it. 

12. Whether any Privileges, or Benefits, 
are annexed to the Partaking Worthily of 
the Lord's Supper; and what they are that 
are annexed to it; can appear only from 
the Words of the New Teſtament itſelf ; or 
from the real Nature and End of this Ingti- 
tution, and what is neceſſarily included in 

It. 8 a 
And if we ſearch the New Teſtament, 
we ſhall find there is only One Paſſage there, 
which has been ſuppoſed by any Interpreters 
to imply in it any immediate Benefit, or 
Privilege, annexed to the Partaking of this 
Rite : viz. That of St. Paul, in which the 
partaking of the Cup, and of the Bread, 
at the Lord's Table, is ſaid to be, © The 
Communion of the Blood, and, of the Body 
of Chriſt.” This I acknowledge, has been 
interpreted by Many to ſignify © An ac- 
tual partaking of All the Benefits of his 
Sufferings and Death for our Sakes.” But 
_ I have elſewhere ſhewn, that the Apoſtles 

Argument in that Place, and his plain In- 

| „ tention 
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tention in it, neither require, nor admit, 
this Senſe of the Words. And I was the 
more ſolicitous to put this in a clear Light, 
becauſe I eſteemed it of very pernicious 
* Conſequence to lead Chriſtians to think that 
This, or any One ſingle Inſtance of Obe- 
dience to the Mill of Cod, however <worthily 
rformed, and ſuitably to it's Nature and 
End, could poſlibly be to Them, the par- 
taking of All the Benefits of Chriſt's Life 
and Death. Such a Doctrine as this, would, 
in my Opinion, be inconſiſtent with the 
| plaineſt Declarations of the Goſpel; and not 
only inconſiſtent with, but directly contra- 
dictory and deſtructive to,, the main Deſign 
of it : and therefore cannot bethe Senſe of any 
Paſſage in that Goſpel, which was revealed 
to teach Men our Meaſures of Acceptance 
with God. Much leſs ought ſo important 
a Doctrine to be built upon any Paſſage 
which, at beſt, is owned to be of the Figu- 
rative Sort, and of dubious Interpretation. 
The Truth of what I am now ſaying 
will appear ſtill more plainly from One In- 
ſtancee and That ſhall be, the Benefit of 
Remiſſion of our paſt Sins through Jeſus 
Chriſt. If it be aſked, —Do we not par- 
take of this Benefit, by our partaking of 
the Lord's Supper worzthily ? I muſt an- 
ſwer, No; if the Goſpel be true. For in 
that, No Pardon of paſt Sins is promiſed, 
| or 
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or given, unleſs. to Thoſe juſt converted, re- 
nouncing their Sins, and' baptiſed into the 
Chriſtian Faith, or to Thoſe, who having 
ſinned after Baptiſm, actually amend their 
Lives. A Diſpoſition towards this Amend- 
ment; a Reſolution to amend, are very 
good Steps : and Theſe are virtually im- 
plied in our profeſſing ourſelves Chriſtians, 
and remembring Chrif, as our Lord and 
Maſter, at his Table. But neither this 
Diſpe/ition, nor this Reſelution, let them be 
never ſo ſincere, are themſelves actual Amend- 
And this aclunl Amendment being ſo 
neceſſary a Qualification, that there is no 
Forgiveneſs of Sins after Baptiſm promiſed 
without it; it remains certain, that no Aci 
of Religion, without this, can be a Title to 
ſuch Forgiveneſs. So far is the Perfor- 
mance. of this Duty from being. itſelf” the 
Claim, or Seal, to Al the Benefits'of Chriſt's 
Death; that it is not ſo, to this ſingle Be- 
nefit; which cannot be obtained without a 
Practice conformable to the Laus of the 

Goſpel. 
The Privileges or Benefit, which are 
truly, and certainly annexed to this Duty, 
or implied in it, I think, are, All that Fa- 
vour, and Acceptance, and Good Pleaſure, 
of Almighty God, which are plainly pro- 
miſed and annexed to Our aſſembling our» 
ſelves in Obedience, and in Honour, to 


IIim 


[ 23 ] 


Him and his Authority; and may as cer- 
tainly be expected from our Aſſembling 
here for the Purpoſes of this Inſtitution, as 
for other Religious Purpoſes. We may 
be ſure, we are pleaſing Almighty God, 
whilſt we are obeying the Command of his 
Son; and performing what we eſteem our 
; Duty : ind 

a great Happineſs. But the Benefits re- 


this we ought to look upon as 


ceived from this Performance, by reaſonable 


Creatures, cannot poflibly be received, but 
in a reaſonable Way. Theſe Duties, how 
well ſoever performed, cannot be ſuppoſed 
to operate like Charms; nor to influence 


Us, as if We were only Clockwork, or Ma- 


chines, to be acted upon by the Arbitrary 


Force of a ſuperior Being. But, in the 
natural and reaſonable Tendency of them 
we ought to found our main Expectations 
unleſs we are otherwiſe directed by God 
himſelf. | 
And what reaſonable Creature would not 
be content with Benefits of this Sort, which 
are always of ſubſtantial and laſting Ser- 
vice; without fancying to Himſelf Privi- 
leges, Communications, or Impreſſions, from 
above, of another Sort, never expreſsly 
promiſed to this Duty ; never with Cer- 
tainty to be rightly judged of, in any 
Caſe ; often fallacious'; and always leav- 
ing the Mind, in which the Images of them 
have 
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have been worked up, in a State ſatisfied 
with what carries no rational Satisfaction 
in it. 

If any Perſons think T his a Low Cha- 
racter of ſuch a Rite inſtituted by our Lord 
himſelf, upon ſo great and remarkable an 
Occaſion; This muſt ariſe either from the 
low Opinion They have conceived of the 
higheſt Good of mortal Man; which is, 
the uniform Practice of Morality, choſen 
by ourſelves as our Happineſs here, and our 
unſpeakable Reward hereafter ; or from the 
Notion They have entertained of ſome Ex- 
preſs Promiſe annexed by Gop to this Duty, 
which implies more in it than I have ſaid. 
When this Promiſe is produced, Every 
Chriſtian ought to receive it with Joy ; and 
form his Expectation upon it. But till He 
can find this Promiſe, He ought not to de- 


. ceive his own Soul, or ſuffer it to be deceiv- 


ed by Others, into fond and groundleſs 
Imaginations: of Things never included in 

this Rite by its great and good Founder. 
The Communion, or Fellowſhip, with Other 
Beings peculiarly implied in our Foint-Par- 
taking of the Lord's Supper, as I have al- 
3 5 obſerved, is the Communion with 
Chriſt our Head, and with all Chriſtians 
throughout the World; even with the 
Meaneſt and Loweſt, the moſt Maidted and 
moſt Perſecuted, here below; and not with the 
Exalted 
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Exalted Spirits above. For Chriſt taketh 
uot hold of Angels; but of the Seed of Abra- 
ham He 7aketh hold. Heb. ii. 16. by which 
Means it is, that All Chriſtians here below 
are made One Body; or Members, one with 
another, of One Body, under Chriſt. And 
this is a Communion which the moſt perfect 
| Chriſtian here below ought to be as proud of, 
as of Singing the Song of Seraphs; and 
what, I will preſume to ſay, will do more 
than That, towards fitting and perfecting 
his Soul for the Happineſs of a Future 
State. And, (what is ſtill more to the pre- 
ſent Purpoſe), It is that Communion, and 
| Sympathy, which his Mind ought to be par- 
| ticularly directed to, in his Attendance upon 
this Holy Inſtitution; agreeably to what St. 
Paul ſays expreſsly, with regard to our 
| Fellowſhip with the Whole Body of Chriſtians, 
in this Rite, 1 Cor. x. 17. | 


The true and real Benefits of Mens wor- 


| thily receiving the Sacrament of the Lord's 
| Supper, are of a moral and religious Nature, 
By doing This conſtantly and devoutly in 


Remembrance of Chriſt ; and ſhowing forth 
the Lord's Death till be come; we renew and 
confirm continually our own Part in the 
Chriſtian Covenant : We ſtrengthen our 
Faith by meditating upon the Object, and 
upon the Grounds and Motives of it : We 
encreaſe our Hope, by commemorating thank- 

1 fully 
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ty, and Good Will, which is the End of 1 


in Obedience to our Lord's Command; we! 
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fully the Love of God in Chriſt, and by 
exhibiting and applying to ourſelves theſe Me- 
morials of the Divine Goodneſs and Compaſ- 
ſion towards Sinners: We inlarge and 


ſtrengthen by This Communion of Chriſtians, 
that ſacred Bond of univerſal Love, Chari- 


the Commandment ; For, the Bread hib 
we break, is it not the Communion of the Boch! 
of Chriſt, the Communion of all the Mem- 
bers of Chriſt's Body one with another ? 
For we, being many, are One Bread and On 
Body; fer we are all Partakers of That On 
Þread. And by thus continually confirm- Þ 
ing our 6wn Part in the Chriſtian Covenant, | * 
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preſerve to ourſelves the Aſſurance of God's 
performing His Part of the ſame Covenant, 
which is the New Teſtament in Chriſts Blood, 
We intitle ourſelves to all pre/ent Bleſſings, Þ 
which God has promiſed to annex to the 
due Obſervation of his Ordinances. And. 
ve ſecure to ourſelves his continual Favour, | 
and Acceptance through Chriſt ; unleſs by 
any Vitiouſneſs in the Courfe of our Lives, 
we contradict the Profeſſions of our molt 
folemn Devotion. Eo 
Religious Acts of Devotion, to a Wicked þ 
Man, are like ſetting in order the Garmen!s 
upon a dead Body, or watering a Plant] 
whois very Roots are withered, In order] 
| there-“ 


1 


Y derefore to partake of the Benefits and Ble/- 
1; ing promiſed ; there are ſeveral] Conditions 
or Qualifications requiſite in the Perſons 
7 who Receive the Sacrament of the Lord's 
| Supper 
1. The fr} 1 is, that they repent them truly 
: of all their former Sins; That is, be truly 
2 ſenſible of the Folly and Guilt of Sin; ear- 
neſtly and — deſiring Pardon of God, 
and, if any Injury has been done to Men, 
| aſking Forgiveneſs alſo of Them; and mak- 
ing Reſtitution where poſſible ; and ſteadily 


7 


„reſolving, never to return to the Practice 
| of the ſame Vices again. For without ſuch 
| | Repentance as This, ſince Men have no 
Part in the Death of Chriſt, tis evident 
it can be to no Purpoſe for them to par- 
| | take in the ſolemn Commemoration of it. 

; | 2. They who, by communicating in this 
A. ſolemn Act of religious Worſhip, profeſs 
2e ; to repetit them of their former Sins; muſt, 


q in order to ſecure the Sincerity of their 
? Repentance, reſolve to lead a new Life, in 
che Practice of all Chriſtian Virtues, in 
Obedience to the Commands of God, for 
0 the Time to come. For otherwiſe, their 
Sorrow for what is paſt, is but an empty 
41 1 Deceit; and will do them no more real 
is | Service, than the Death of Chriſt would 
nc Þ have been efficacious without his 1 ing 
rom the Dead. 
3 . 3. A 
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3. A Third Thing requiſite, is, that 
they have a lively Faith in God's Mery 
through Chriſt. The Hope of Sinners ß 
founded wholly in the Mercy of God: And 
the Method of God's Mercy, is made known Þ 
to us by Chriſt : And the Holy Commu. 
nion is a ſolemn Commemoration of Chriſis Þ 
aſſuring and ſealing to us That Mercy by 
his Death. In order therefore to do this 
worthily, it is neceſſary that Men firmly Þ 
believe the Mercy of God made known t 
them by Chriſt ; and that they carefully at- 
tend to thoſe Conditions of Faith, Repen- 
tance, and Amendment, without which they 
cannot be Partakers of that Mercy. 
4. They muſt have a Thankful Remen- 
brance of CEri/t's Death : He who believes 
Chriſt to be the Saviour of them that come 
unto God by bim; as he will certainly endea- 
vour to gualify himſelf, to be Partaker of 
that Salvation; ſo he will be very Thankful 
to God, whoſe original Goodneſs it was to 
rmit and fend Lis Son to die for our Sins; 
and he will be full of grateful Acknow- 
ledgement alſo to our Savicur himſelf, who 
willingly left the Boſom of his Father, and 
leded us, and gave bimſelf for us. 
5. It is abſolutely neceſſary, in order to 
worthy Communion, that we be in Charity 
with all Men. For ſo our Saviour expreſsly 
requires: I thou bring thy Gift to the Altar, 


and 
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and there remembreſt that thy Brother bath 
> ought againſt thee ; leave there thy Gift before 
be Altar, and go thy Way, firſt be reconciled 
10 thy Brother, and then come and offer thy 
- Gift. And very reaſonable it is, that we 
| ſhould be obliged to forgive each other our 
| hundred Pence, that is, light and trivial Pro- 
| vocations and mutual Cauſes of Offence ; 
at That Time eſpecially, when we are fo- 
lemnly commemorating God's Mercy and 
: Compaſſion towards us All, in forgiving 
us Ten Thouſand Talents. 
' Laſt: It is requiſite, that Men fre- 
| quently examine themſelves concerning theſe 
Matters; that they be not careleſs and neg- 
| ligent in any of the forementioned Particu- 
lars. As to the Manner and Circumſtances 
of this Examination, (as has been obſerved 
before) we have no Command; and therefore 
| ought not to fill ourſelves, or others, with 
needleſs Scruples, They who live an Habi- 
tually virtuous Life, are always prepared to 
communicate, without any formal and per- 
ticular Examination of themſelves. To 
ſuch as live in the Practice of Any known 
f Vice, no Examination whatſoever can be of 
any Uſe, till they actually amend and re- 
form their Manners. Others are to direct 
themſelves by the Rules of Prudence, and 
Fl Diſcretion, according to their various Cir- 
"7 | cumſtances; always remembering that the 
nd 24 _. Eve 
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EZud of Religion, is Sobriety, Righteouſneſs, 
and Godlineſs. EO 

I have thus endeavoured to guard myſelf 
and Others againſt all ſuch Doctrines and 
Ways of Expreſſion concerning this Duty, 
as appeared to carry along with them any 
Notions which might prove of bad Conſe. 
quence to Chriſtians ; or at beſt do not tend 
to explain the peculiar Nature of it, as diſ- Þ 
tinguiſhed from all other Duties of Re- 
ligion. 5 

To conclude, Let Chriſtians be content 


with what their Maſter, and his Apoſtles 


have taught them to expect from This Duty; 
and not think it any Exaltation of his Inſti- 
tution, to magnify It into what He never 
deſigned it to be. Let them not eſteem 
That, as a Lew Diſpenſation, which is as 
Fiigh as it was His Will to make it; nor 
think, above what is written, of That, 
Which can receive its Value only from what 
is written. Let them remember that All 
beyond, is no better than a Dream: pleaſ- 
ing perhaps at preſent ; but in the End, 
hurtful to Thoſe who infuſe it into Others, 
and to Thoſe who will find Themſelves diſ- 
appointed when They are waked out of it. 
Let them attend upon This Holy Inſtitution, 
as the Commemoration of their Lord, the 
Reviver and Teacher of the pureſt Reli- 
gion in the World : and This will oo 

| their 


Maſter. 
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their Thoughts to their Happineſs, by the 
Way of their Duty; and diſengage them 
from dwelling chiefly upon ſupernatural Fa- 
> wours and exalted Privileges, where They are 
naturally and ſtrongly called upon to think 
of their own indiſpenſable Obligations to 
: depart from all Iniquity; and to prattice all 
Virtue; that is, to have their Converſation 


ſuch as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


whom They thus acknowledge for their 
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A Prayer that may be frequently 
wfed the Week preceding the Sacra- 
ment, and which may be added to our 
Dewvoticns the Morning ve receive. 


ALMIGHTY God, and merci- 
ful Father, who haſt given thy only 
Son Jeſus Chrift to die for us, who 
did inſtitute a Holy Feaſt in Commemora- 
tion of that his moſt precious Death, there- 
by to preſerve in our Minds a conſtant Re- 


membrance of his great Love, in laying 
down his Life for our Sakes; I thy un- 
worthy Servant, who am now invited to 

thy 
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thy Holy Table, do humbly adore thy Di- 
vine Majeſty, acknowledging that I am not 
worthy of my daily Bread, much leſs of 
that which came down from Heaven, and 
which thou haſt given to be the Food and 
Nouriſhment of our Souls, | 
I confeſs, O Lord, my Sins may juſtly 
cauſe me to tremble, when I appear before 
Thee; but, O moſt merciful Father, en- 


couraged by thy wonderful Goodneſs, and 


the expreſs Command of my Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, I preſent myſelf before Thee at this 
Time; beſeeching thee, in great Humility, 


to make my Longings and Deſires after this 


Divine Food, ſome Way anſwerable to my 
great Need of it; that my Soul being 
ſenſible of all it's Wants; it may no lon- 
ger ſeek Relief from the unſatisfying Ob- 
jects of this World; but coming to thy 
Holy Table with a true ſpiritual Hunger 
and Thirſt, may there find a full Supply 
of all thoſe Graces and Bleſſings that it 
ſtands in ſo much Need of. 

And to this End, O Lord, fit and pre- 
pare my Heart to partake of ſo great a 


Mercy, by giving me a juſt Abhorrence of 


my own Unworthineſs, and an unfeigned 


Repentance of all my Sins. Root out of 


my Heart all ſinful and corrupt Affections, 
all Prejudice, Hatred and III-will; and 
plant all thoſe devout and pious, charitable 
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[ 34 ] 
and humble Diſpoſitions, that denen the 
Worſhippers of the Holy Jeſus; that when 
I preſume to appear before thee, I may 
bring with me a Heart raiſed above the 
Corruptions that are in the World, and full 
of the ſtrongeſt Deſires and Reſolutions of 
Loving and Serving thee. 

Deliver me, O my God, from all Cold- 
neſs and Formality, — I attend upon 
Thee in Holy and Religious Duties; and 
grant that by going to this Holy Feaſt, 
my Weakneſſes may be repaired, all my 
evil Inclinations ſubdued, my Faith ſtreng- 
| thened, my Hope enlarged, my Charity 
increaſed, and my Soul ſo entirely and inſe- 
8 united to Thee, that nothing may 

e ever able to diſſolve the Union; but 
that being begun here in Grace, it may 
hereafter be conſummated in Glory, through 
the Merits of Him that Died for me, even 
the Son of thy eternal Love, Jeſus Chriſt 
the Righteous; to whom with Thee, O 
F ather, and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, 
as is moſt due, all Honour, Glory, Power, 
Thankſgiving, and Praiſe, both now and 
for ever-more. Amen, 


Medita lions 
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Meditations on the Sufferings and Death 
of our Bleſſed Saviour ; that may be 
uſed at Home, the Morning we Re- 

ceive; or, (if Time will permit) in 
the Church, before we approach the 

Lord's Table. 72 5 


WAKE, my Soul, and ſpeedily pre- 
pare, thy richeſt Sacrifice of humble 
Praiſe : 

Awake, and ſummons all thy Thoughts, 
to make Haſte and Adore thy great Re- 
deemer : 

For now it is Time we ſhould reverently 
go; and offer our Hearts at the Foot of 
his Croſs : 

Thither let us fly from the Troubles of 
the World; there let us dwell . the 
Mercies of Heaven: 

Under the Shade of that happy Tree let 
us kneel, and often look up to out deareſt 
Lord : 

Let us Remember every Paſſage of his 
Love; and be ſure that none eſcape our 
Thanks : 

Let us compaſſionate every Stroke of his 
Death; and one by one ſalute his ſacred. 
Wounds : 


Bleſs d 


[36] 

Bleſs'd be the Hands that wrought fo 
man any Miracles; and were barbarouſiy 
Pierced with cruel Nails : 

Bleſs d be the Feet that ſo often travelled 
for Us; and at laſt were unmercifully faſ- 
tened to the Croſs: _ 

Bleſs'd be the Head that was crown'd 
with Thorns; The Head that ſo induſtri- 
ouſly ſtudied our Happineſs :_. 
hBleſs'd be the Heart that was pierc'd 
with a Spear; the Heart that ſo paſſio- 
nately loved our Peace: | 

Bleſs'd be the entire Perſon of our Cruci- 
fied Lord; and may all our Powers join 
in his Praiſe : ; 

In thy eternal Praiſe, O gracious Jeſu | 
and the raviſhing Thoughts of thy Incom- 
prehenſible Sweetneſs: 

Oh! what Exceſs of Kindneſs was This 
What ſtrange Extremity of Love and 
Pity Io 

The Lord is fold that the Slave may be 
Free; the Innocent condemned, that the 
Guilty may be ſaved: 
The Phyſician is ſick that the Patient 

may be cured; and God-Man dies, that 
Man may live. 

Tell me, my Soul, when firſt thou haſt 
well conſider” Fi and look*d about among 
all we know: 


Tell 


Hl — ww 


[37] 
© Tall me, Who ever Wiſh'd Us fo much 
Good ? Who ever Lov'd Us with ſo much 


Tienderneſs? 


What have our neareſt Friends done for 
Us? Ox even our Parents in Compariſon 


of this Charity? 


No leſs than the Son of God came down 
to Redeem Us; no leſs than His own Dear 
Life, was the Price he paid for Us: 

What can the Favour of the Whole 
World promiſe Us; Compar'd to this Mi- 
raculous Bounty. | 

No leſs than the Joys of Angels are be- 
come our Hope; no leſs than the King- 


dom of Heaven is made Our Inheritance. 


Sing then, All you dear bought Nations 
of the Earth! Sing Hymns of Glory to 
the Holy Jeſus : 

Sing Every One, who pretends to Feli- 
city, ſing Immortal Praiſes to the God of 
our Salvation : 


To Him, who for Us endur d fo much 
Scorn; and patiently received ſo many In- 


juries: 


To Him, who for Us ſweat Drops of 
Blood; and drank of the Dregs of his Fa- 
ther's Wrath : 

To the Eternal Lord of Heaven and | 
Earth; who for Us was flain by the Hands 
of the Wicked: 


Who 


381 


Who for Us was lead as a Sheep to the 
Slaughter; and as a meek Lamb, open'd 
not his Mouth. | 

How many Times did He hazard his 
Lifts to ſuſtain with Courage the Truths 
of Heaven 

How many Tears did He tenderly w 
in ſſion of his blind Ungrate 
Country 


How many Drops of Blood did He ſhed ; 
in the doleful — and on the bitter 
Croſs ! 
The Croſs, where after three long Hours 
of Grief and Sunne and intolerable Pains; 
Hie meekly bowed his fainting Head; 
and in an Agony of Prayer yielded up the 
Ghoſt. 
O my Ador'd Redeemer, who took'ſt 
Thee all our Miſeries, to impart to 
U thine own Felicities 
Can we remember thy Labours for Us; 
and not be convinc'd a our Duty to 
Thee ? 

Can our cold Hearts recount thy Suffer- 
ings; and not be inflam'd with the Love 
that ſuffer'd. 

Can we believe our Salvation coſt Thee 
ſo Dear; and live as if to be ſav'd, were 
not worth our Pains, 


Ungrateful 


391 


Ung rateful We, how do we light the 

Kindaels of our God? how careleſsly com- 
ply with his Gracious Deſign ! 8 

Lord, how the World requites thy 

Love! how . are We to thy 
Bleſſed Memory 

We negligently forget thy ſacred Paſ- 
ſion or — far Worſe; our Sins renew 
thy Sufferin 

If we iſe the leaſt of thy Servants 
are We not as ſo many Herods that ſcorn d 
Thee | 

If we for Fear, proceed againſt our Con- 
ſcience ; how are We better than Pilate that 
condemn'd Thee? 

By forſaking Thy Will, to follow our 
Own; do We not * the World before 
Thee ? 

By ſhowing no Mercy to the Poor and 
ARiRted ; do We not pals by Thy Croſs, 
as Strangers Unconcern'd ? 

Thus we again Crucify the Lord of 
Glory; and put him afreſh to an open 
Shame. 

And are Theſe the Thanks our Gratitude 
returns, to that ſtrange Exceſs of our Sa- 
viour's Love! * 

When We fat in Darkneſs, He took Us 
by the Hand and kindly led us to his Glo- 
rious Light. 


He 
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He call'd aloud in Words of Tenderneſs; 
Why will ye periſh, O ye COINS of 
Men ? 

Why will ye run after empty Trifles ; ; 
as if there were no Joys above with Me? 

Return, O You dear-bought Souls, and 

-1 will Receive you; Repent, and though 
you had really Crucified Me, I will forgive 
you. 

- Behold, O Bleſſed Jeſa ! to Thee I come; 
and on thy Holy Croſs faſten all my Con- 
fidence: | 
Never will I unclaſp my Faithful Hold; 

till thy Grace has ſealed the Pardon of my 
Sins : 

Never will I part from that Standard of 
Hope; till my troubl'd Conſcience be diſ- 
miſs'd in Peace: 

There will I ſtand, and ſigh, and weep ; 

and humbly to thy Mercy lay; 

Jeſu, my God, 1 ſuffer Violence, Jeſu, 
my Fan Anſwer Thou, for Me. 

Be ſilent O my Soul; and the Lord will 
Anſwer for Thee; be content, and He is 
thy Security -: 

Be Innocent, and He will Defend Thee; 
Be Humble, and He will Exalt Thee: 

He will Forgive Thee all thou Repenteſt 
of: He will beſtow on Thee more than 

thou Aſkeſt, 


Never 
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Never let us fear the Favour of our God; 
if We can but Eſteem and Deſire it; 

He that ſo freely gave Us Himſelf; 
will he not with Himſelf give Us al 
Things elſe? 

Is not his painful Life, and bitter Death, 
a ſufficient Pledge of his Love to Us ? 

Surely, They have little Faith, and far 
leſs Hope, who doubt the Mercies of fo 
Gracious a God; 

Mercies confirmed by a thouſand Mira- 
cles; and Dearly ſealed with his own 
Blood; 

That Innocent Blood, which was ſhed 
for Us; to appeaſe the Wrath of his offended 
Father : | 

That Blood whoſe every precious op 
was worthy to ſave ſo many Worlds. 

O Bleſs'd, and all Redeeming Blood ! 
which flow'd fo freely from the Source of 

Lite : 

Bathe my polluted Soul in Thy clear 
Streams; and purge away all my foul Im- 
purities : 

Cleanſe me, O merciful Lord, from my 
ſecret Faults, and from the Darling Sins 
that moſt Abuſe me. 

Correct my paſt Sins with the Works of 
Repentance ; that the Stains they have left 
may be qune taken away: 


cue 


[42] 


Cut me not off in the Midſt of my Fol- 
ly; nor ſuffer me to Expire with my Sins 
Unpardon'd : 

Waſh off the Stains which my Wicked- 
neſs caus'd in Others; and Thoſe which 
my Wickedneſs has receiv'd of Them: 

Let Them not periſh by my Occaſion, 
nor let Me be Undone by Theirs : 

But let our Charity aſſiſt each Other; 
and Thy Clemency pardon Us all. 

Pardon, O Gracious Jeſu, what I have 
| been; that I may eternally ſing thy Praiſe: 
or 1 Confeſs, O. Lord, "haatt Thou 
dealt with me in Rigour; I had long lince 
been ſentenc'd to Eternal Death: : 
(Long ſince, my Guilty Soul had been 
ſnatch'd away; and hurried down to Ever- 
laſting Torments :) _ 

But thy Gracious Mercy has Repriey'd 
my Life, and given me Space to work out 
my Repentance. 

Raiſe up thy Head then, O my Soul! 
look up and behold the Glory of thy Cru- 
cified Saviour. 

Look up and continually Meditate his 
Ineſtimable Love for Thee ; and Invite all 
the World to Sing his Praiſes. 

Praiſe the Lord, O ye holy Angels 
nt Him, O ye Happy Saints : 

Praiſe Him, O ye Faithful departed in 
bis Grace ; — praiſe Him, O ye Living, 
who ſubſiſt by his Mercy : Praiſe 


[68] 


- Praiſe Him in the bleſs'd Effects of his 
Goodneſs ; praiſe Him in the Infiniteneſs 
of all his Attributes: 

Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul; and all 

that is within me, praiſe his Holy Name : 
| Bleſſing and Honour, Glory and Power, 
Thankſgiving, and Praiſe, 'be unto Him 
that ſitteth on the Throne, and to the Lamb 
for Ever and Ever. 

Be Thou, for ever Praiſed, O my med 
Gracious God ; and to all the Felicities, 
Thou Eſſentialiy . may "EE Crea- 

ture ſay : Amen. 
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A Prayer when we approach the Lord's 
Table, to prepare our Minds for the 
 Devout' Celebration * the bard's $ 
8 upper. 


LMIGHTY G OD, 1 whoſe 
Bounty and Goodneſs I have now an 

. e offered me of approaching thy 
Table, and of pleading before Thee the 
prevailing Merits of the Death and Paſſion 
of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt; I am ſenſible, O 
Lord, of my great Unworthineſs ; but the 
poſitive Command of my bleſſed Saviour, 
Fhen he was about to tay down his Lip 
or. 


[ 44 ] 


for my Sake, has made it abſolutely neceſ- 
fary; and the many ſpiritual Wants I la- 
bour under, oblige me to apply to this So- 
vereign Remedy, for the Repair of thoſe 
15 ſinful Follies have made in my 
ul. | 
Aſſiſt me, therefore, O Lord, with thy 
Holy Spirit, in the great Duty and Service 
I am now about to perform ; Grant that 
nothing, during all the Time of this Holy 
Action, may make me unmindful of that 
Reverence and Reſpect which I owe unto 
thy Divine Majeſty, or that Attention 
which becomes the Celebration of theſe 
Holy Myſteries. Fill my Heart with ſuch 
an Awe of thy Preſence, as may fix my 
wandering Thoughts, compoſe my diſor- 
derly Aﬀections, and ſtir up my faint and 
cold Deſires, that I ma Fa the Power, 
and taſte the Sweet of this Divine 
Banquet. . 
Grant that I may have ſuch a Senſe of 
my Saviour's Sufferings, as may fill my 
Soul with Love and Gratitude towards 
Him, for thoſe Ineſtimable Benefits He has 
purchaſed for Me; that I may have ſuch a 
Sight of my Sins, which occaſioned all his 
Sorrows, as heartily to bewail and deteſt 
Them; ſuch a Faith in that full perfect 
Dblation and Satisfaction, made upon the 
Croſs for the Sins of the World, that I 


may 


51 
may ſo importunately plead the Merit of 
it, in this Commemoration of that Sacri- 
fice, as to render Thee, Gracious and Pro- 
pitious to Me, a miſerable Sinner; ſuch a 
Con viction of my own Weakneſs and In- 
ſufficiency, as may procure thy Gracious 
Aid and Aſſiſtance; ſuch longing Deſires 
of being made conformable to thy Holy 
Will and Pleaſure, as may transform me 
into thy Divine Image, and fix me to con- 
tinue thy Faithful Servant, all the remain- 
ing Days of my Life, through the Merits 
of Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 


A Prayer when we offer our Alms, 


I ACKNOWLEDGE, O Lord, 
that all I poſſeſs is the Effect of thy 
Bounty; it is from Thee I have Received 
it, and to thy Holy Name be the Glory. 
Accept of this Free-will-Offering of my 
Hands, as an Acknowledgment of thy 
Right to all I enjoy, and as a Teſtimony 
of that Love and Charity to my neceſſi- 
tous Brethren, which Thou requireſt, and 
art pleaſed to take as done to thyſelf, 1 
will dedicate a Part of thoſe good Things 
thou haſt beſtowed upon me, to relieve the 

. Poor 5 


[46] 


Poor; becauſe Thou haſt made it an Evi- 
dence of my Love to Thee: and grant 
that all my Alms-Deeds may be performed 
with ſuch Purity of Intention, and in ſuch 
a Proportion to what Thou haſt given me, 
that they may be Acceptable in thy Sight, 
through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, my 
Lord, and Saviour. Amen. 
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A Prayer wy Nervig the B 2 
| and Wine. 


MOST Gracious God, who of 
thy infinite Goodnefs haſt given Us 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, who did offer up 
Munſelf to Thee a pure and immaculate 
Sacrifice upon the Croſs, for Us miſerable 
Sinners; 

I humbly: beſeech Thee, by the Merits 
of His Blood, the great Price of our Re- 
demption; I intreat Thee, by his Wonder- 
ful and Ineffable Charity, wherewith He 
has vouchſafed to Love Us unworthy Crea- 
tures, at fo great a Rate; that Thou 
vwouldeſt be pleaſed to Waſh Me in his 
Blood from all my Sins, which make Me 
unworthy to Partake of theſe 1950 e 
teries. IVE 
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Let my Repentance be Hearty and Sin- 
cere, and Expreſs itſelf by all the Fruits of 
Holy Obedience for the Time to come. 

Thou alone out of an Unclean Thing, 
canſt bring a Clean; Of a wretched Sinner, 
make Me Holy and Righteous. 

Thou art the Fountain of Mercy ; Shut 
not up thy Bowels of Compaſſion towards 
me. 
Thou art the great Phyſician of Souls; 
Diſplay thy Power in my Health and Re- 
covery. 

Let me approach thy Holy Table with 
Reverence and Devotion, that no vile Af- 
fections may hinder me from performing 
this Holy Rite with a proper Temper and 
Frame of Mind; and doing the Whole 
with a ſerious Regard to the Remembrance 
of the Body broken, and the Blood ſhed, of 
Jeſus Chriſt, my Bleſſed Lord and Maſter. 

Make me ready to be Reconciled to all 
Thoſe that have offended me; becauſe 
when We were Enemies, We were recon- 
ciled to Thee, by the Death of thy Son. 

Let me embrace all my Poor Brethren 
with fincere Love and Charity ; and Con- 
tribute all I can to the Relief of Chriſt's 
diſtreſſed Members; becauſe He thought 
not his Life too Dear; nor his Blood too 
Precious, to Redeem both Me and Them 
from a State of Bondage and Slavery. 

Strengthen 
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Strengt hen Me, O Lord, in ſuch a Man- 


ner, by Nd Spiritual Food, that 1 may 


ſucceſsfully deci all the Attacks of my 


ſpiritual Enemies. 


And may all thoſe Evils which the Craft 
and Subtilty of the Devil or Man worketh 
againſt me, be brought to nought. 

That being Outwardly and Inwardly for- 
tified by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace, I may 
preſs towards the Mark for the Prize of the 


High Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus; 


When I ſhall Enjoy Thee no longer in Myſ- 


tery, which is our Lot and Portion here 


below ; but ſee Thee, Face to Face, and be 


eternally Raviſhed with the Pleaſures of Thy 


Kingdom, in and through the Merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt, our only Mediator and Advo- 


Cate. Amen. 


Another Prayer. 


LORD, I come to this Holy Table, 
as a ſick Man to the Great Phyſician 
of Life: I beſeech Thee, O Lord, to cure 


my Infirmities. 
I come as a Polluted Wretch to the Foun- 


tain of Mercy ; Waſh away, I intreat Thee, 
all my Uncleanneſs. 


I come as a returning Prodigal Child to 


his Tender and Compaſſionate Father: O 


Receive Me, and Relieve me, by thy 
Favour. 


1 come 
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I come as a Blind Man to the Source of 
Eternal Brightneſs; Do Thou, O Lord, 
enlighten my Darkneſs, that I may behold 
the Wondrous Things of thy Law. 

I come as a Poor Frail Creature to the 
Great Lord of Heaven and Earth ; Supply 
my Wants, and Do abundantly more for 
Me, than I am able to Aſk, or Think. 

Let Me not only Receive the Outward 
and Viſible Sign, but the Inward and Spi- 
ritual Grace, the Body, and Blood of thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt ; that ſo, all Carnal Af- 
fections may Die in Me, and that all Things 
belonging to the Spirit may Live and grow 
in Me; that I may have Power and Strength 
to have Victory, and to triumph againſt Cf 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil; and alſo 
may be endowed with all ſuch heavenly 
Virtues which are pleaſing to Thee, and 
which Thou wilt eternally Reward, for the 
Merit of thy Son's Death; to Whom, 
with Thee, #5 the Holy Ghoſt, be all 
Honour and Glory, World without End. 
Amen. 


And here if there be any more Time be- 
tween the Prayer of Conſecration, and Re- 
cetving the Br cad aud IV ine, it. may be em- 
ployed in ſeme ſuch Thoughts as theſe, 


| have now Examined my own Heart, and 
can ſincerely ſay that I come to the Lord's 
Supper with a ſerious Deſign of remember- 

D ing 
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ing Jeſus Chriſt's Death, as his Diſciple, 
truly believing Him to have been ſent into 
the World by God; Renouncing Every 
Thing condemned in his Goſpel; Expec- 
ting Pardon and Favour from God upon 
the Terms of his Goſpel only; thankful 
for all the Mercies of God, particularly for 
his Love in redeeming Us by his Son from 
all Iniquity : and knowing Myſelf in per- 
f fect Charity with All Men, and full of Uni- 
| verſal Good-will towards them. And 
1 therefore I ought not to doubt of being ac- 
N cepted by God, in this ſincere Deſign of 
| thus remembering the Death of his Son, in 
| the Way appointed by himſelf. 
| i 
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LORD, our Father, our Redeemer, 
' whoje Name is from Everlaſting, look 
down from Heaven, from the Habitation of 
thy Holineſs and of thy Glory, in Mercy upon 
+ Us here aſſembled to make a ſolemn Me- 
morial of the Death and Paſſion of thy 
Son, according to his Inſtitution, and in 
Obedience to his Command, Grant that 

85 no 
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no Defect in any of Us may hinder Us 
from Parraking of the Benefits of that One 
perfect Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satisfaction 
once made upon the Croſs for the Sins of 
the whole World, which we are now repre- 
ſenting and commemorating before Thee. 
Send thy Holy Spirit into our Hearts in 
ſuch a Meaſure as may cleanſe and ſanctify 
Us throughout in Soul and Body, that We 
(abo wait for thy loving Kindneſs, O Lord, 


in the Midſt of thy Temple) may receive 


thoſe Graces- and Bleſſings they were ap- 
pointed to convey, and be waſhed in the 
Fountain which Thou haſt opened for Sin 
and Uncleanneſs. For Thou art, O bleſſed 
Jeſu! the true living and Life-giving Bread 
which came down from Heaven : O may We 
ſo eat of this Bread, may we be ſo Par- 
takers of the Fruits of thy Paffon, as 70 tive 
with Thee, for Ever. 
O bleſſed Spirit of Grace, accept our 
humble and ſincere though imperfect and 


Junworthy Services; dwell in our Hearts 


Faith; make Interceſſion for Us; and ſeal us 
unto the Day of Redemption. O let us con- 
inue Thine for Ever, and daily increaſe in 
Us all holy Graces more and more, until 
Ve come to thine everlaſting Kingdom, 
rough Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Lord, and 

W Amen. | | 
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Da 4 Prayer 


21 
4 Proper” juſt before receivi ng. the 
Bread. 


GOD, work in "Me athveier i is 
wanting to fit me for thy divine Ac- 

ceptance, and a worthy Receiving of theſe 
Holy Myſteries. Give Me Repentance, 
unto Life, not to be repented of; Endow 
me with a lively Faith, a perfect Love, 
and an Univerfal Charity. Pity my Weak- 
neſs and Forgive my Infirmities that 1 may 
Worthily receive theſe Elements of Bread 
and Wine in a Thankful and ſerious Re- 

membrance of Chriſt's Body broken; to 
my Support and Comfort in this Life, and 
my Eternal Happineſs in that which is to 
come. Amen. 
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At the Time of partaking of the Bread 
and Wine, the great Point is the Attendance 
of the Mind upon that Remembrance of 
Chriſt, which diſtinguiſhes the Eating 7h:s 
Bread, and Drinking this Wine, from com- 
mon Fating and Drinking. Now, in our 
Cemmunion Office, the Miniſter who off- 
ciates, when He comes to this Part of the 
Service, in which you are to receive the 
Bread and Wine, firſt offers up a Prayer 
that the Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which was given for You, may preſerve your 


Body 


88 


; Body and Soul unto Everlaſting Life: that is, 
chat the Real Body of Chriſt, long ago of- 
fered upon the Croſs; or, that the Suffer- 
. ings of Chriſt, undertaken, ſubmitted to, 
and deſigned, for the promoting your Eter- 
nal Happineſs, may effectually anſwer that 
good Purpoſe; and move and influence 
You ſo, in the virtuous Conduct of your 
: whole Lives in this World, agreeably to 
what He indiſpenſably requires, that You 
may obtain his Promiſe of Everlaſting Life 
in the World to come. And after this, at 
the inſtant of delivering the Bread, He 
i puts you in Mind of your Duty to eat this 
i | Bread in Remembrance of Chriſt's Death. 
And fo after the ſame Prayer concerning 
the Blood of Chriſt, He delivers the Cap to 
you, and at the ſame Time exhorts you to 
drink of it in Remembrance of his Blood. 
This ſecures You from All ſuch Deviation 
of Thought, or Improper Behaviour, as 
can effect the Eſence of this Religious Ac- 
tion; and directing You to the Remem- 
a brance of what was deſigned to be now re- 
r # ligiouſly remembered makes it impracticable 
for You, if You are truly ſerious and in 
Earneſt, to eat or drink UnworTHILY. 
To theſe Words therefore, attend with an 
undiſturbed and fincere Application of 
Mind; and You will unavoidably make it 
your own Act, and ſay within yourſelf, 
ö 1 =. lf 


F 
At the Taking the Bread. 
EAT this Bread for that Purpoſe only 


1 for which it is defigned ; In a religions 
Remembrance of Chriſt's Body broken; and 


of that Death of His, which by this Ac- 


tion Chriſtians are required to ſhow forth, 
till his Coming again. 


After the Bread. 


THOU who vouchſafeſt 'to be our 

2 Food; Nouriſh my Soul to Life Eter- 
nal, 

Let me feed on Thee by a true and lively 

Faith; and give me ſuch a Reliſh of this 

Divine Food, that I may never more be de- 


lighted with the vain and ſinful Pleaſure 


of this World. 
O merciful Jeſu ! Create in me a mighty 
Hunger after Righteouſneſs; and let this 
Divine Food inſtill into my weak and lan- 
guiſhing Soul new Supplies of Grace, new 
Life, new Love, new Vigour, and new Re- 


ſolutions of Improving myſelf daily in thy 
Service more and more; that I may never 
again faint, or droop, or tire in my Duty. 


Before the Cup. 
"RANT, O Merciful God, that this 
Cup, which I am now about to Re- 
5 ceive, 


and my Redeemer. 
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ceive, may be unto Me a Cup of Bleſſing. 
Sprinkle me with the Blood of the Ever- 
Bleſſed Jeſus; that my Soul being cleanſed 
from all Corruptions, it may be Ever pre- 
cious in thy Sight, O Lord, my Strength 


At the Taking the Cup, ſay within 
Fourfelf. 

I DRINK this Vine in a Serious and 
1 Thankful Remembrance of Chriſt's Blood, 
hich was ſhed for Me, and for Many, for 
the Remiſſion of Sins; that Blood which He 
freely ſhed as a Seal to the New Covenant; 
in which he promiſes, in the Name of Gop, 
Forgiveneſs, and Favour, upon our Actual 
Amendment, and ſincere Obedience to his 
Laws, b 


Aſter Both. 


LE SSE be the Name of the Lord! 

9 have done as Thou haſt commanded 
Me; O let me find the great Benefits of 
this thy Divine Inſtitution: Pour down thy 
Graces upon Me; Direct my Goings in thy 
Ways, and Enable me, by the Power and 
Strength of this Divine Food, to perſevere 
in the Practice of a Holy, and Religious 
Life, to the laſt Moment of my Days ; 
D 4 that 


. 
that T may daily deny myſelf, and take up 
my Croſs, and fellow Thee. 
.. Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and all that 
is within Me, Praiſe his Holy Name. 
Uno Him that loved Us, and waſhed Us 
from our Sins in his Blood (for Thou haſt Re- 
deemed Us to God by thy Blood, out of every 
Kinared, and Tongue,' and People and Na- 
tion!) and has made Us Kings and Prieſts 
unto Ged and bis Faber; to Him be Glory 
and Dominion fer Ever and Ever. Amen. 
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5 P HIS is that perſonal Appropriation 
1 of the Bread and Wine to the Serious 
and Religious Remembrance of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, which alone can make this 
Rite of any Benefit to a Believer, by mak- 
ing it acceptable to God. It is, if I may 
uſe the Word, a Sort of Conſecration of 
them, which is the Duty of Every Commu- 
nicant himſelf ; and without which all other 
Conſecrations that have gone before, will 
do Him no Service at all. It is He alone, 
who muſt by his own inward Thought, and 
Application of his Mind to the Remembrance 
bs 6 Chriſt, make this Bread and this Wine, 
different to Himſelf from Bread and Wine 
.taken at a Common Meal. Here therefore, 
lies your Great Concern, at this Time : 
nor can there be any Failure in this, if your 
I Belief 


1 8 
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Belief in Chriſt be ſincere, and your Atten- 


tion fixed to what You are doing. And be 


aſſured, that having thus partaken of, this 
Bread and Wine, with a ſerious Remembrance 


of Chriſt's Death, and as his Diſciple, You 


have partaken- of the Lord's Supper, agree- 


_ ably to the Deſign of the Inſtitution ; and 
cannot therefore, be in the Number of Thoſe 
who may juſtly be ſaid to eat or drink Ux- 
WORTHILY, not diſcerning the Lord's Body 
and Blood; or have the leaſt Cauſe to fear 


Any of thoſe Threatenings of St. Paul, 
which belongs only to Such as do ſo. 
I ſay not this either to ſhorten, or to 


flaken, in the leaſt Degree, that Rational 
and Chriſtian Devotion, which You may 


think more beneficial to You, at this Time, 


than at any Other. But I think it my Duty 
to guard againſt the Beginnings of Any 


ſuch Notions, as muſt fill your own Mind 


with Unneceſſary Horror; and repreſent 


God to You, as requiring an All of Religion, 
which You either cannot perform at all ; or 
not without fuch Difficulty, as leaves You 
no Aſſurance of it's being acceptable to 


Him; and conſequently muſt overturn the 


good End propoſed by Chriſt in the Inſti- 
tution itſelt. 


D 5 A Prayer 
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A Prayer as ſoon as We are returned 
from the Lord's Table. 


HAVE now, O God, in Obedience 
1 to the Will of thy Son Feſus Chriſt, par- 
taken of Bread and Vine, in that Manner 
in which Chriftians are required religiouſly | 
to commemorate his Death and Paſſion. 
By this folemn Act of my Ovn, in this 
Aſſembly, and in the Company of my Fel- 
lor -Chriſtians, I have voluntarily profeſſed 
Myſelf His Diſciple: And by This I have 
acknowledged my ſtrict Obligation to per- 
form thy whole Will made known to Us 
by Him. I am truly ſenſible of thy Love 
to Mankind, in ſending thy Son into the 
World, to enliven and ſtrengthen, by his 
excellent Doctrine, and by his Holy Ex- 
ample, ors ſincere Endeavours to know 
and practiſe thy Commandments. I offer 
up my fincereft Thanks for All that He did, 
and ſuffered for Us; and praiſe Thee for 
all the Benefits deſigned and promiſed to 
Us, from his Life, his Death; and his Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead, by which He 
vas truly demonſtrated to be thy Son. 1 
am ſenſible I have not lived as becomes the 

Diſciple of fuch a Maſter. And I haye 
earned from the Holineſs of thy Nature, 
and thy Son's expreſs Declarations in the 


Goſpel, 
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Goſpel, not to expect either Pardon through 
Him, or any Benefit from Him, but upon 
the Terms propoſed in his. Goſpel ; the ut- 
ter forſaking all Sin, and Immorality, and 
the actual Amendment and Reformation of 
what is truly blame-worthy in my Temper, 
or my Behaviour. I can expect no Favour 
as his Diſciple, but upon his Conditions: 
and Theſe I will every Day more and more 
_ endeavour to come up to. I have profeſſed 

my Communion with Chrift, as Head of thy 
Church; and with Every Chriſtian through- 
out the World, as a oint-Member of the 
fame Body, of which He is the Head: und 
I now pray to Thee for the true Happineſs 
of them All. Accept this ſincere Profeſ- 
ſion of my Faith in Thee, the only True 
God; and in Jeſus Chriſt whom Thou haſt 
ſent. Receive my Praiſes and Thankſgiv- 
ings; my Prayers for Myſelf, and Interceſ- 
ſions for the whole World. Let this At- 
tendance, which procecds from my Defire 
of fulfilling thy whole Will, be acceptable 
to Thee : and let the Conſideration of thy 
Mercy, propoſed to the World, by Feſus 
Chriſt, move Me to ſo conſtant and Uni- 
form an Obedience, as may entitle Me to all 
the Benefits promiſed to his ſincere Follow- 
ers, by Him, whoſe Death I have now com- 
memorated. In his Name, and as his Diſ- 
ciple, I implore thy Pardon; and entreat 

e thy 
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thy Favour. Lead me, O Lord, by the 
Guidance of thy good Providence, far from 
the Paths of Sin, into ſuch a State as may 
beſt ſecure and improve my Virtue. Direct 
and aſſiſt me, in all my Endeavours, by all 
ſuch Methods as are proper to move and 
aſſiſt thy Free and Reaſonable Creatures: 
and fo, at length conduct me ſafe through 
a World of Trials and Temptations, to 
the Poſſeſſion of that extraordinary Happi- 
neſs, which Thou haſt prepared for Thoſe 

who truly Love Thee, and ſincerely Obey 
Thee, through thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


1 Another. 
DkEss Eb be thy. Name, O ador- 
ID able 7% s! who in Compaſſion to our 
Intirmities, haſt commanded Us to com- 


memorate the Sacrifice of thy Death. Grant 
that the Power of thy Love, may be ſo 


deeply rooted and grounded in my Heart, 


that it may never fail to be a vital Principle 
of Obedience, mortifying in Me, all worldly 
and carnal Affections, and quickening every 
good Word, and Work. O teach Me to 
expreſs my Love to Thee in the moſt ac- 
ceptable Manner, by keeping thy Com- 
*mandments ; that I may abide in Thy Love, 
even as Thou haſt kept thy Father's Com- 

mandments, 
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mandments, and abideſt in His Love. And 
grant, O Bleſſed Lord, that the Bread, and 
Wine, which I have nom Received as the 
Symbols of thy Body which was Broken, 
and thy Blood which was ſhed for Me, may 
be a ſure Pledge and Earneſt of thy Mer- 
_ cies; that abounding in the Hope of the 
Heavenly Glory, I may Purify Myſelf, 
even as Thou art Pure; and be qualified 
with the Angels, and the Spirits of Juſt 
Men made Perfect; to Honour, Praiſe, 
and Adore Thee, for Ever and Ever. 


A Commemorative Meditation on our 
Sawviour's Sufferings, which may be 
uſed during any vacant Time of the 


Service. 


LAMB of Gab that takeft away 

the Sins of the World, Thou, who 
haſt ſaid, Him that cometh to Me, I will in 
no Wiſe caſt out. I come to Thee, moſt 
Merciful Saviour, not only to commen - 
rate thine Ineſtimable Love to me and all 
Mankind, but to Teſtify likewiſe to Thee, 
as I now beg Leave to do, the ſincere Love 
and thankful Remembrance I cheriſh of my 
mot 
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moſt wonderful Charity towards Me, and 
towards all Men. And to Meditate on the 
tragical Circumſtances of thy diſmal Paſ- 
ſion, that I may comprehend with all Saints, 
what is the Breadth, and Length, and Depth, 
and Height of thy Love! I remember that 
when Thou wert in the Form of God, thou 
madęſt Thyſelf of no Reputation, and tookeſt 
on thee the Form of a Servant ! and that in- 
ſtead of being treated as the Son of God, 
Thou waſt not treated with that common 
Humanity, which is due to the leaſt of the 
Sons of Men! Though Thou wert Inno- 
cence itſelf, and didſt no Sin, neither was 
Guile found in thy Mouth, Thou waſt Deſpiſed 
aud Rejefted of Men! Thy Virtues were 
reckoned as Crimes, and for thy Courteſy, 
and Humility waſt Thou accounted à Glut- 
ton and a Wine-bibber, a Friend of Publicans 
and Sinners !-— Though all the Prophecies 
concerning the Meffias were ful filled in Thee, 
and all the Characters of Place, Time and 
Perſon, did fully Agree to what was Fore- 
told by the Prophets; Though thy Doc- 
trine was as becoming the Son of God to 
Reveal, as the Sons of Men to Receive; 
yer (O thou Truth itſelf) Thou waſt brand- 
ed with the opprobrious Title of a Deceiver 
and Perverter of the People! Though thy 
Miracles loudly proclaimed the Truth of thy 
Divine Miſſion, and were fo publickly per- 
; formed 
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formed that their Reality could not be de- 


nied; yet in order to take off the Force of 


that Evidence; Thou waſt counted a Ma» 


gician; and abſurdly as well as Blaſphe- 


 mouſly, ſuppoſed to caſt out Devils through 


Beelzebub the Prince of the Devils, (as if Sa- 


' tan could fo miſtake his Intereſt as to lend 


Arms to deſtroy his own Kingdom.) 'Thou 


cameſt unto thine own, and thine own re- 


ceived thee not; to thy own Creatures, and 
they did not own and acknowledge their 
Maker ! to thine own Kindred, and they 


eſteemed thee not! I remember that thy 


Soul was Sorrowful even unto Death, and that 


thou didſt feveat (how horrible muſt have 
been thine Agony!) as it were great Drops 


of Blood I remember how thou waſt 


treacherouſly apprehended, and bound as 
the vileſt Malefactor; betrayed by one of 


— IE 


ferred before thee! 1 ſee Thee, O King of 
Heaven, ' crowned with Thorns, oppreſſed 


with the Weight of thine-own Croſs, and 


put to a moſt ignominious and cruel Death, 
placed between two Thieves; numbered with 


the Tranſereſſors, and loaded, amidſt the 


moſt 
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-- moſt bitter Sufferings, with the Taunts and 
- Injuries of a vile and abandoned Populace; 


| who; inſtead of ſhowing that common 


Compaſſion which the moſt flagitious have 


a Sort of Right to, when brought to ſuf- 
fer the Reward of their evil Deeds, they 
continue to perſecute Thee, whom Cod had 
ſmitten, and by the moſt deſperate Wicked- 
neſs, and the moſt unheard of. Cruelty, 
tall to the Grief of Thee. whom be had 
_ wounded. —They wagged their Heads, and 
reviled Thee, hanging on the Croſs ! 


Never, ſurely, was ſpotleſs Innocence ſo 
baſely affronted !——Never was tranſcendent 
Goodneſs ſo unreaſonably abuſed ! Never 
was majeſtick Greatneſs ſo daringly and de- 


ſpitefully affronted. 


What then hadſt thou done, thou 85 
Lamb of God? What hadſt thou deſerved, 
thou Saviour of Mankind, to be thus cru- 


elly treated? What was thy Crime, and 


the Cauſe of all thy Pains ? Why waſt 


thou extended on the curſed Tree for the 
Space of three long Hours, at laſt expiring 
as the vileſt Malefactor ? Thou hadſt done 
nothing amiſs; But the Sins of Mankind, 
and mine in particular, were the only Cauſe. 
The Lord laid on Thee the Iniquity of us 
all: Thou haſt borne our Griefs, and carried 
aur Sorrows, thou waſt wounded for our 


"Tranſpreſſions, and bruiſed for our Inigutties : 
he 


A. A. 
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The Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon Thee, 
and with thy Stripes We are Healed. —— Was 


there ever any Sorrow like that which my 


Lord and my God endured for Me ? Was 
there ever any Love like the Love which 
my Lord and my God has ſhowed to Me:? 
I contemplate with Wonder, I Adore from 


the Bottom of my Heart, this unutterable 


Prodigy of Condeſcenſion and Mercy. Why 
cannot I, Lord, love Thee again with an 
unbounded Love, and ſhow the Sincerity 
of this Love by a conſtant and uniform 
Obedience to all thy Laws? by daily denying 
myſelf, and taking up my Croſs; by living 
only to Thee; by clean/ing myſelf from all 
Filthieſs both of Fleſo and Spirit, perfefting 
Holineſs in the Fear of Ged. 

How illuſtrious and amiable were thy 
Graces amidſt all thy Sufferings | O thou 
afflicted Jeſus, I admire and love thy pro- 
found Humility, unwearied Patience, Lamb- 
like Meekneſs, immaculate Innocence, in- 
vincible Courage, ablolute Reſignation, 
compaſſionate Love of Souls, and perfect 
Charity to thy Enemies. Give me Grace 
to tread in thy Steps, and conform my- 
ſelf to thy divine Image : So that having 
made Thee the Object of my Imitation 
upon Earth, I may be called to glorify and 
praiſe. Thee in Heaven with Angels, and 


Arch- . 
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Arch-angels, and all the Saints departed i in 
thy Fear, Annen, Amen. W 
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MEDITATIONS. 
| 1 
ET them, O Lord, ſeek other De- 


lights; who expect no Felicity from 
thee : 


Loet them fill up their Time with other 
Employments ; whothink thy Rewards not 


worth their Labour: 


As for thy Servants, their chief Delight 
will be, to meditate the Glories prepared in 
Heav'n for us 


All the few Days they live, ſhall ſpend 


- themſelves to purchaſe that one eternal 


Day: 
That Day, whoſe Brightneſs knows no 
Night; nor ever fears the leaſt Eclipſe: 
Whoſe chearful Brow no Cloud o ercaſts ; 
nor Storm moleſts the Paſſage of it's Rays: 
But ſtill ſhines on ſerene, and clear; and 


fills with Splendor that ſpacious Palace : 


It needs not the fading Luſtre of our 
Sun; nor the borrowed Silver of the 
Moon : 


The 
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The Sun that riſes there, is the Lamb; 
_ the * that ſhines, the e of 
-G | 8 
O how denwtsoue Truths are ſung of 
thee, thou City of the King of Heavi n! 

'O glorious and joyful City! how free 
and happy are thy glad Inhabitants ! 

Every Eye o' erflows with Joy; and every 
Tongue with Pſalms of Praiſe : 

| Behold, O my Soul, the Inheritance thou 
ſeek'ſt; and where can thou find more 
Riches to invite thee! 

Behold, the Felicities to which thou art 


call'd; and where canſt thou meet lach 


Pleaſures to delight thee ! 

Away then, all vain and worldly Defires : 
be baniſh'd for ever from molc{ting my 
Fenn: 

Deſcend thou, bleſs'd Heav'n, into my 
Heart; or rather take up my Heart to 
thee: 

Thy Joys are too great to enter into 
me; O make me fit to enter into them 

Make me till think on my Coun 7 


above; and there eſtabliſh my eternal 


Home: 


Where, I ſhall perpetually dwell in the 


View of my God; and be filled for ever, 
with the Sweetneſs of his Preſence. 


II. Bleſs'd 


77a nd ne Soon OO 
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II. 
Bless be the gracious Wiſdom, 0 Lord! 
that ſo mercifully ſtoops to our low Con- 
ceits : 4 
Under theſe Veils, thou hi- ſt thoſe glo- 
rious Myſteries ; too high and ſpiritual for 
Fleſh and Blood : 

Thou hid'ſt, or rather fo reveal'ſt thy 
ſublime Rewards: to take us with Things 
we moſt admire : 

Scepters and Crowns thou know'ſt are apt 
to win the Hearts of us thy Children : 
Children, alas! too truly in uſeful 
Knowledge! O that we were ſo, in Love 
and Duty 

What is a Drop of Water to the bound- 
leſs Ocean; or a Grain of Duſt to this vaſt 
Globe ? 

Such, O my God, and infinitely leſs, are 

the richeſt Kingdoms here below. 

- Should we compare their molt pompous 
State, to the meaneſt Degree of the Court 
of Heav'n. 

When thou haſt fed us a while with 
Milk; thou invit'ſt our Appetite to ſtron- 
ger Meat. 

Thou tell'ſt us of a ſweet delicious Life; ; 
in the bleſs d Society of Saints and Angels: 

With whom we ſhall dwell in perpetual 
Friendſhip ; and be lov'd and efteem'd by 
them all for ever. 


Thou 


69 J 
Thou telPſt us of a pure Soul-raviſhing 
Joy, to behold the amiable Face of Jeſus : 


Whoſe gracious Smiles ſhine round about; 


and fill the Heav*ns with holy Gladnefs : 
Thou tell'ſt ftill of incomparably higher 
Delights; hearken, O my Soul, and humbly 
adore thy God: 

Whoſe Bounty has provided thee large 
Rewards; ſince they are no leſs than his 

very ſelf: 

Himſelf he will clearly unveil before us; 
and openly ſhow us that great Secret. 

O happy Secret, if once at laſt attained ; 
if once we but ſee the Face of our God ! 

What is it, Glorious Lord, to fee thy 
Face; but to know Thee as Thou art, in 
thy own bleſs'd Being? 


T0 know the Immenſity of thy elk. 
ſubſiſting Eſſence; and the infinite Excel- 5 


lence of all thy Attributes: 


To know the Power of the r F. al: 


ther; and the Wiſdom of the uncreated 
Son: 

To know the Goodneſs of ther Holy 
Ghoſt; and the incomprehenſible Glory of 
the; undivided I rinity. 


This, O my Soul, is the Top of Hap- ; 


pineſs; this, the ſupreme Perfection of our 
Nature : 0 
dero. 
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This, this alone, is the Aim of our - Be- 


ing; the Hope, and End of all our La- 


b ours: 

When we are come to this, we ſhall pre- 
ſently reſt ; and our ſatisfied Deſires reach 
no farther: 

We ſhall be fill'd with overflowing Bliſs; 
and our utmoſt Capacities hold no more: 

But in one Act of Joy, be pleaſingly 
fix'd; and that © one Act, OY a freſh tor 
Ever. 


Bet m. 


Aris; my Soul, to thee theſe Joys be- 


long; ariſe, and advance thyſelf on high: 


| Leave here below all earthly Thoughts; 
and fly away with the Wings of thy Spirit: 
Fly to that glorious Land of Promiſe; 


and gladly ſalute thoſe heavenly Regions: 


Hail, happy Paradiſe of pure Delights ; ol 
thou beauteous Garden of never. fading 


Flowers! _ 

Hail, bleſs'd Society of i Spirits; ; 
who perpetually ee Home =_ eternal 
Deityil : 


Hail, and " Ui ever may your Glories: 


grow; till they riſe ſo high, they can grow 
no more 
. Hail, and among your chearful Hymns 
remenabier us; who dwell below in this 
Vale of Tears! 
We 


Ty 


We hope one Day to come up to you ; ; 
ld be placed to ſing in your holy Choirs. 

We hope to know that all-producing 
Cauſe, we hope to know all that it has 
produc'd. 

O what a Fire of Love will it kindle in 
our Hearts; when we ſhall ſee thoſe Myſ- 
teries unfolded ! 

O what Exceſs of Joy will that Love 
produce; a Love fo violently defiring, and 
ſo fully ſatisfied ! 

When our Capacities ſhall be ſtretch'd to 
the utmoſt ; and the rich deen er: Ob- 
Jeet fill and o'erflow them! 

When, without loſing what we are; we 
ſhall become even what he is 

We ſhall take Part in all his Joys; and 
Share in the Glories of all his Heaven! 
O what divine and raviſhing Words are 
theſe ! how gently they enter, and 1 
my Ear! 

How they diffuſe themſelves over all my 
Brain : and ſtrongly nn to my very 
Soul! 

Methinks, they turn to Subſtance as they 
go; and J feel them work, and ſtir through 
all my Powers: | 
| Methinks, they lie as a Cordial at my 
Heart; and ſend forth wager to quicken 
and refreſh me, 


There, 
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There, O my Soul, thou ſhalt reſt from 
all thy Labours ; -which are but the Way to 
all that Happinef. 

There, thou ſhalt reſt 420 Sin and Sor- 
row; and be no IE troubled with thy- 
ſelf, or Others. 

There, thou ſhalt reſt for ever, in the 
Protection of thy God; in the Arms and 
Boſom of thy — Lord. | 

O Heav'n, 5 5 eternal Source of all theſe 
Joys; and infinitely more, and infinitely 
greater | 

As the Hart pants fire the Water- 
brooks ; fo let my Soul thirſt after thee. 

After Thee, — me daily ſigh and mourn; 
and with a fix'd and longing Eye, look up, 
and ſay; 

When, O my God, ſhall I fit at that 
Fountain-head ; and drink my Fill of thoſe 
living Streams ! | 

When, ſhall I be Tatiafied with that Tor- 
rent of Pleaſures; which ſprings for ever 
from thy glorious Throne, 


W. 1. 


0 glorious Jeſu, our Strength, our Joy. 
and the immortal Life of all our Souls 
Admirable wert Thou in thy merciful 
Promiſe; but infinitely more in thy won- 
l Performance. 


Thou 
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Thou didſt not depute an Angel, to 
ſupply thy Place; nor commit ſo tender a 
Work to the Manage of a Serap¾nimnm: 

But, thou didſt bow the Heav'ns, and 
come down thyſelf ; and with thy own bleſt 
Hands Work our Redemption. 

- Thyfelf didſt take upon thee, our frail 
Nature; and vouchſafe to be born of an 
humble Virgin. 

Thou, didſt ſubmit to 5 Weakneſſes of 
a Child; whoſe Parents were poor, and 
uneſteemed in the World. 

Thou disdain'ſt not the mean Entertain- 
ment of a Stable; O, how waßt for che 
Birth of the King of Heaven“ 

Thou didſt content thyſelf, with a Man- 
ger, for a Cradle; and the en Locging 
on a Bed of Straw ; Fe 

Didſt refuſe the ſoft Accommodations of 
the Rich; to undergo the menen 
of a poor Strange: 

Only the faithful Joſeph ſtood. waiting 
on Thee; and provided as he was able, for 
his helpleſs Family: | 

Only the pious Mother, dearly ambiac'd 
thee ; and wrapt in ſwaddling Cloaths, my 
render Limbs. . - 

Wonder, O Heavens and be Amar d, 
O Earth! and all ye Creatures Oy 
bow your Heads : | 


E Bow. 


741 
Bow, and adore this incomprehenſible 
Myſtery.: thei Word was car rants. and 


dwelt Aa :: n 

But, moſt of all; We, ho: are. + 
l — baniſt d Children of Apoſ- 
tate diem: 


Let us bow down our Faces to the Duſt; 
and proſtrate, adore ſo-unſpeakable a Mercy. | 
Behold, thus low my Saviour: ftoopt:for 
Me; to check. the Pride of A corrupted 
Nature org nc 

Behold, thus low he ſtoopt to take me 
from the Ground - and raiſe. me to e 
of his heavenly Kingdom. 

Lift up thy Voice with Joy, oO my Soul; 
— ling”;  Hoſanngh to the New-born 


Call all the bleſſed A to celebrate 


his Birth; and nen afreſh that n 
Anthem, 4 8 


Glory be to Sede. on Earth 
Peace. good Will towards: Mev. ; 
Lift'up thy Voice: aloud, O my Soul, 
and to the Choirs of Heav' n, join the 
Pr aiſes of the Church. | 
Let this be our Whole, and. Ever- 
| laſting Delight; and let nothing elſe, be 
- any thing Ds. 
Let us not faint, and we ſhall ſurely ſee, a 
proſperous Iſſue of all our Sorrows; 


301 ' Still 


75 
Still let us labour, till let us ſuffer; our 
3 e and our Pea eternal. 


19 * es he 


4 for Fg when the oe. 
TT Service is ende. 


ARD ON, O God, all thoſe th. 
N betten that have accompanied Me 

at this Time, in my Attendance at thy 
Table; Forgive the Deadneſs and Dulneſs 


of my ions, the Wo rings 1 m 
W and the tions of in 


Le the Bincer if iy 1 50 Püip 
Jon Kelyhytigns 19 f in Fd, na ae - 
V. Weakneſs and 

Tet this Sonnen of my cru- 
cifjed Saviour, influence all i my * Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions, that in oh onverſa- 
tion may be as becometh the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. For, Wartly 3 is the Lamb that was 
ſlain, ta receive Power, and Riches, and 
Hoon, and Strength, and Honour, and Glory, 


and Bleſſing, on Dominion, i, > ever and ever, 
Amen. 


E 2 | A Prayer 
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A Prayer in our Retirement, after Me 
are returned Home FE the Lord's 
Table, 


LO ND. my God! I acknowledge 

O with all Thankfulneſs of Heart, thy 
great Mercy and Goodneſs in giving me an 
Opportunity of ap W e thy Holy 
Table, and 1 in dif) poling my Mind to com- 
memorate the ihfinite Love of my crucified 
Saviour, co render Him Thanks and Praiſe 
for laying down his Life as a Sacrifice for 
the Sins of the World, and to repreſent 
unto Thee that Sacrifice, as a full Satisfac- 
tion for them, whereby thou doſt incline 
me humbly to hope for all the Benefits of 
his Death. and Paſſion, © ' 

What Thanks, moſt Gracious God, can 
1 return. unto thy Divine Majeſty, for im- 
preſſing a Senſe of my Duty upon my 
Mind, and for that Strength and Power, 
whereby Thou haſt in ſome Meaſure en- 
abled me to perform it? I will praiſe and 
magnify thy great and Glorious Name, and 
. 1 will entirely Devote myſelf to thy Ser- 
vice, as long as I have any Being. 


” 


Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe freſh Sup- 
plies of Grace I have received; Grant that 
they may make me run the Way of thy 
Commandments with Delight and Pleaſure, 
that I may never any more faint, or droop, 
or tire in my Duty. . 

Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe Reſolu- 
tions Thou haſt wrought in me to perſevere 
in thy Service to the End of my Days; 
Make them firm, vigorous, and conſtant; 
and let never any ſinful Paſſions any more 
ruffle and diſcompoſe my Mind. 

Bleſſed be thy Name, for that Reliſh 
Thou haſt given me of Spiritual Delights; 
that Deſire of poſſeſſing the Eternal Inhe- 
ritance: Let the Enjoyments of Senſe ap- 
pear mean and contemptible; and let not 
the Pleaſures of the World any more pre- 
vail upon me to Tranſgreſs thy Laws. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may walk worthy 
of theſe thy diſtinguiſhing Mercies, and 
Live as becomes the Redeemed of the 
Lord. Without Thee, O Bleſſed Jeſus, 
I can do nothing; without Thee, who art 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, I ſhall walk in 
Darkneſs ; without Thee, who art the Phy- 
ſician of Souls, I ſhall languiſh and die; 
without Thee who art the Joy of all devout 
Minds, I ſhall conſume my Days away in 
Sadneſs. Remain therefore, O Lord, uu 
: 5 abide 
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abide with Me for Ever: I ſhall then be 
enabled to do thy Will in this Life, and 
thereby be qualified to partake of thy Glo- 


ries to all Etemity in * next. Amen, 


8 
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THE. 
Church Service. 


Let us pray for the whole ſtate of Chriſt's 
Church militant here in earth. 


Lmighty and everliving God, who, by 
thy holy Apoſtle, haſt taught us to make 
prayers and ſupplications, and to give 
thanks for all men; We humbly beſeech thee, 
moſt mercifully [ * to accept our » x there be no alm or 
alms and oblations, and] to receive lat 33388 
theſe our prayers which we of- ame and oblations} 5e 
fer unto thy Divine Majeſty ; be- . ,t. 
feeching thee to inſpire continually the univerſal 
Church with the ſpirit of truth, unity, and con- 
cord: and grant that all they that do confeſs thy 
holy Name, may agree in the truth of thy holy 
Word, and live in unity and godly love, We 


beſeech thee alſo to ſave and defend all Chriſtian - 


Kings, Princes, and Governors; and ſpecially 
thy Servant GEORGE our King ; that under 
him we may be godly and quietly governed : and 
grant unto his whole Council, and to all that 
are put in Authority under him, that they may 
truly and indifferently miniſter juſtice, to the 
- puniſhment of wickedneſs and vice, and to the 
maintenance of thy 7 ay Religion and V outs 

ive 
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The Communion. 

Sire grace, O heavenly Father, to- all -Biſhops 
and Curates; that they may both by their life and 
doctrine ſet forth thy true and lively Word, and 
rightly and duly adminiſter thy — Sacra- 
ments: And to all thy people give thy heavenly 
grace; and eſpecially to this Congregation here 
preſent; that with meek heart, and due reverence, 
they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly 
ſerving thee in holineſs and righteouſneſs all the 
days of their life. And we moſt humbly beſeech 
| | .Q Lord, to comfort. and 
ſuccour all them, who in this tranſitory life are 
in trouble, ſorrow, need, ſickneſs, or any other 
adverſity.” And we alſo bleſs thy holy Name, 
for all thy ſervants departed this life in thy faith 
and fear; beſeeching thee to give us grace, ſo to 
follow their good examples, that with them we 
may be partakers of thy heavenly Kingdom. 
Grant this, O Father, for Jeſas Chriſt's ſake, our 
only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 


A At the time of the Celebration of the Communion, 

the Communicants being conveniently placed for the 

: Fecerving of the. holy Sacrament, the Prieſt ſhall 
fay this Exhorgation « 

JEarly beloved in the Lord, ye that mind to 
come to the holy Communion of the Body 
and Blood of our Saviour Chriſt, muſt conſider, 
How Saint Paul exhorteth all perſons diligently 
to try and examine themſelves, before they pre- 
ſume to eat of that Bread, and drink of that 
Cup. For as the benefit is great, if with a true 
penitent heart, and lively faith, we receive that 

ioly Sacrament (for then we ſpiritually eat the 
Fleſh of Chriſt, -and drink his Blood; then we 
dwell in Chritt, and Chriſt in us; we are one 

with Chriſt, and Chriſt with us) ſo is the danger 
great, if we receive the fame unworthily : For 
then we are guilty of the Body and .* - 
as * | #.. % 1 


The Communiom 


Chriſt our Saviour; we eat and drink our on 
damnation, not 1 the Lord's body; we 
kindle God's wrath againſt us; we provoke him 
to plague us with divers diſeaſes, and ſundry 
kinds of death. Judge therefore yourſelves, bre · 
thren, that ye be not judged of the Lord; repent 
yu truly for your ſins paſt; have a lively and 
ſtedfaſt faith in Chriſt our Saviour; amend your 

lives, and be in perfect charity with all men; ſo 
ſhall ye be meet partakers of thoſe holy Myſte- 
ries. And above all things, ye muſt give moſt 
humble and hearty thanks to God the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, for the redemp- 
tion of the world by the death and paſſion of 
our Saviour Chriſt, both God and man; who did 
humble himiſelf even to the death upon the Croſs, 
for us miſerable ſinners, who lay in darkneſs and 
the ſhadow of death, that he might make us the 
children of God, and exalt us to everlaſting life. 
And to the end that we ſhould alway remember 
the exceeding great love of our Maſter, and on- 
ly Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, thus dying for us, and 
the innumerable benefits which by his precious 
blood-ſhedding he hath obtained to us; he hath 
inſtituted and ordained holy Myſteries, as pledges 
of his love, and for a continual remembrance of 
his death, to our great and endleſs comfort. To 
him therefore, with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, let us give, as we are moſt bounden, 
continual thanks; ſubmitting ourſelves wholly to 
his holy will and pleaſure, and ſtudying to ſerve 
him in true holineſs and righteouſneſs all the days 
of our life. Amen. 


¶ Then ſball the Prieft ſay to them that come to re- 
cerve the holy Communion, 
VE that do truly and earneſtly repent you of 
your fins, and are in love and charity with 
your neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, 
EE 8 A. 2 following 
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following the commandments of God, and walk- 
ing from henceforth in his holy ways; Draw 
near with faith, and take this holy Sacrament to 
our comfort ; and make your humble confeſ- 
n to Almighty God, meekly, kneeling upon 
your ; 

I Then fhall this general Confeſſion be made, in the 
name of all theſe that are minded to receive the 
holy Communion, by one of the Miniſters, bath he 
— 5 the People kneeling humbly upon their knees, 

dad aging, | 

A Lmighty God, Father of our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt, Maker of all things, Judge of all 

men; We acknowledge and bewail our mani- 
fold ſins and wickednefs, Which we from time 
to time moſt grievouſly have committed, By 
thought, word, and deed, Againſt thy Divine 
Majeſty, Provoking moft juſtly thy wrath and 
indignation againſt us. We do earneſtly repent, 
And are heartily ſorry for theſe our miſdoings ; 
The remembrance of them is grievous unto us; 
'The burden of them 1s intolerable. Have mer- 
cy upon us, Have mercy upon us, moſt merciful 
Father; For thy Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, 
Forgive us all that is paſt; And grant that we 
may ever hereafter ſerve and pleaſe thee in new- 
neſs of life, To the honour and glory of thy 
Name, Through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
4 Then ſhall the Pr:iejt (or the Biſhop, being pre- 
ſent ) fland up, and turning kim/elf to the People, 
pronounce this Abſolu tion: ; 

A py God, our heavenly Father, who 
of his great mercy hath promiſed forgive- 

neſs of ſins to all them, that with hearty repent- 
ance and true faith turn unto him; Have mercy 
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 

* fins, confirm and ſtrengthen you in all goodneſs, 
and bring you to everlaſting life, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | 


1 Then 


Ebe Comniuniotf; 
Den ſhall the Prieſt ſoy, 


Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Chriſt 
faith unto all that truly turn to him: | 


S OME unto me, all that travel, and are 
heavy laden, and I will refreſh you. 8. 
Matth. xi. 28. | 1 
8o God loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in 
him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting lite. 
D. John lil. 16, 27, 
Hear alſo what Saint Paul faith : | 
This is a true faying, and worthy of all men 
to be received, That Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
world to fave ſinners. 1 Tim. i. 15. | 


Hear alſo what Saint John faith : _ 


If any man fin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous: and he is the 
propitiation for our fins. 1 8. Fobn-il.-I, 2. 
q After which the Prieſt ſhall proceed, ſaying, 
Lift up your hearts. EY 
Anfw. We lift them up unto the Lord. . 
Prieſt. Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
Auſw. It is meet and right ſo to do. 


Then ball the Prieſt turn to the Lord's Table, 
| and /ay, 
I is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, 


that we ſhould at all times, and in all places, 


give thanks unto thee, O Lord, „eg 44; 
* Holy Father, Almighty, ever- Father) mu te 
laſting God. . N 
Here ſball follow the proper Preface, according to 
the time, Y there be any ſpecially appointed 4 
elje immediately ſhall follow, 
Herefore with Angels, and Archangels, and 
with all the company of heaven, we laud 
nan magnify thy * ame; evetmore praiſ- 
OE 3 5 ug 


— 
—— — rey — 


! 
|| 
A 
| 
j 
1 


——ä—ʒ—ĩ — — — — neue hrs hho... redo LA 
rr — > * bs A 
. 28 * 4 > l * * 8 : Th 4 « * 


9 
6 y 
I 
5 
# 
I 


— — — rg re. —— 
. 8 


1 —— 


ts 
i 
' 


- ee IF 
ap. IR 


— 
— 


The Communion, 


ing thee, and faying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God of hoſts, Heaven and earth are full of thy 
glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord moſt High. 


men, 
Proper Prefaces. 
1 Upon Chriſtmas-day, and ſeven days after : 
B32 thou didſt give Jeſus Chriſt thine on- 
ly Son to be born, as at this time, for us; 
who by the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, was 
made very man, of the ſubſtance of the Virgin 
Mary his mother, and that without ſpot of ſin, 


to make us clean from all ſin. Therefore with 
Angels, Sc. 


Upon Eaſter-day, and ſeven days after + 
B* T chiefly we are bound to praiſe thee for 

the glorious Reſurrection of thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord: for he is the very Paſchal Lamb 
which was offered for us, and hath taken away 
the ſin of the world; who by his death hath de- 
ſtroyed death, and by his riſing to life again, 
hath reſtored to us everlaſting life, Therefore 
with Angels, &c. 


Van Aſcenſion-day, and ſeven diys after : 

Tas thy moſt dearly beloved Son, Jefus 
Chriſt our Lord; who after his moſt glori- 
ous Reſurrection, manifeſtly appeared to all his 
Apoſtles, and in their ſight aſcended up into hea- 
ven, to prepare a place for us; that where he is, 
- thither we might alſo aſcend, and reign with 

him in glory. Therefore with Angels, &c. 


| q Upon Whitſunday, and fix days after : 
| . He Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; according 
to whoſe moſt true promiſe, the Holy 
» Crhoſt came down, as at this time, from heaven 
with a ſudden great ſound, as it had been a 
mighty wind, in the likeneſs of fiery tongues, 
a” lighting 
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lighting upon the Apoſtles, to teach them,. and 
to lead them to all truth; giving them both the 
gift of divers languages, and alſo boldneſs with 
ervent zeal, conſtantly to preach the Goſpel une 
to all nations; whereby we have been brought 
out of darkneſs and error into the clear light and 
true knowledge of thee, and of thy Son Jeſus: 
Chriſt, Therefore with Angels, &c. 


pon the Feaſt of Trinity only: 
H O art one God, one Lord; not one on- 


ſtance, For that which we believe of the glory 
of the Father, the ſame” we believe of the Son, 


and of the Holy Ghoſt, without any difference 


or inequality. Therefore with Angels, &c. 
q After each of which Prefaces ſhall immediately be 


fung or aid, | 


"NOD with Angels, and Archangels, 


and with all the company of heaven, we 

laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore 
pong thee, and faying, Holy, holy, holy, 
rd God of hoſts,. Heaven and earth are full of 


thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord moit 
High. Amen. 


q Then ſhall the Prigſt, kneeling down at the Lord's 


Table, ſay in the name of all them that ſhall re- 
ceive 5 Communion, ES follotuing: 


W E do not preſume to come to this thy Ta- 
ble, O merciful Lord, truſting in our own 
righteouſneſs, but in thy manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy ſo much as to ga- 


ther up the crumbs under thy Table; But thou 


art the ſame Lord, whoſe property is always to 

have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 

ſo to eat the fleſh of thy dear Son oor Chriſt, 

and to drink his blood, that our tinful bodies 

may be made clean by his body, and our 8 
| waſhe 


ly perſon, but three perfons in one ſub- 
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waſhed through his moſt precious blood; and 

eee 195 ig evermore nd] in him, and he in 
men. 


us. 

4 When the —_— flanding before the Table, hath 
fo ordered the Bread and Wine, that he may with 
the more readineſs and decenty break the Bread be- 
fore the People, and take the Cup into his Hands, he 
ſhall ſay the Prayer of Conſecration, as followeth : 

Lmighty God, our heavenly Father, who 

A of 88 mercy didſt give thine wy 
n Jefus Chriſt to ſuffer death upon the croſs 

- for our redemption ;-who made there, by his one 

oblation of himſelf once offered, a full, perfect, 
and ſufficient ſacrifice, . oblation, and ſatisfaction 
for the ſins of the whole world; and did inſti- 
tute, and in his holy Goſpel command us to con- 
tinue a perpetual memory of that his precious 
death, until his coming again; Hear us, O mer- 
ciful Father, we moſt humbly beſeech thee; and 
grant, that we receiving theſe thy creatures of 
bread and wine, according to thy Son our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt's holy inſtitution, in remembrance 
of his death. and paſſion, we be partakers of his 
moſt bleſſed Body and Blood: Who in the fame 
_ (a) Here the Pries night that he was betrayed (a) took 
ante bet Hants bread; and when he had given 

. , () And here to thanks, (6) he brake it; and gave 
”— e © It N his diſci ples, faying, Take, eat; 

* % (c) this is my which is given 
al Bread: 4 or you 4 2 _ in remembrance 
od) Here dt n of me. Likewiſe after Supper (d) he 
| Hand: . * took the Cup; and when he had 
„ moves: thanks, he gave it to them, 

| te) And. bere to laying, Drink ye all of this; for this 
Jay bi Hand upon (e) is my blood of the New Te- 


"IP Flagon) ament, which is ſhed for you, and 


'& wobich there 1 for many, for the remiſſion of fins : 
Do this as oft as ye thall drink it, 


q Then 


an Wine to be con- 
eFated. 


m remembrante of me. Amen. 
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q Then ſhall the Miniſter fir/t receive the Commu- 
nion in both kinds himſelf, and then proceed to de- 
liver the ſame to the Biſhops, Prieſts, and Dea- 
cons in like manner (if any be preſent) and after 
that to the People alſo in order, into their Hands, 
all meekly kneeling. And when he delivereth the 
Bread to any one, he ſhall ſay, 


FH E Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 

was given for thee, = erve thy body and 

foul unto everlaſting life. Take and eat this, in 

remembrance that Chriſt died for thee, and feed 

on him in thy heart by faith, with thankſ- 
giving. | 


q Aud the Miniſter that delivereth the Cup to any 
obne, ſhall. jay, £ 
9 Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 
was ſhed for thee, preſerve thy body and 
ſoul unto everlaſting life. Drink this in remem- 
brance that Chriſt's Blood was ſhed for thee, and 
be thankful. | 
JF the conſecrated Bread or Wine be all ſpent be- 
ore all have communicated, the Prieſt is to conſe- 
crate more, according to the Form before pre- 
ſcribed : beginning at [Our Saviour Chriſt in 
the fame Night, Cc. ] for the bleſſing of the 
Bread; and at (Likewiſe after Supper, &c.] 
far the bleſſing of the Cup. 
J When all have communicated, the Minſter ſhall 
return to the Lord's Table, and reverently' place 
upon it what remaineth of the conſecrated Ele- 


_ covering the ſame with @ fair Linen 
ot + Y | 


¶ Then /hall the Prieſt ſay the Lord's Prayer, the 
People repeating after him every Petition. 


OUR 


. 
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OY? R Father, which art in Heaven; Hal- 
lowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in Barth, As it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our treſpaſſes, As we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs _— us. And'lead us not into tempta- 
tion; But deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
Kingdom, And the Power, And the Glory, For 
ever and:ever. Amen. f | 


J Afrer /hall be ſaid as follnweth : 


O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy hum- 
ble ſervants entirely deſire thy fatherly 
goodneſs mercifully to accept this our ſacrifice 
of praife and thankſgiving ; moſt humbly be- 
ſeeching thee to grant, that by the merits and 
death of thy Son Telus Chriſt, and through faith 
in his bl we, and all thy whole Church may 
obtain remiſſion of our ſins, and all other bene 
fits of his paſſion. And here we offer and pre- 
ſent unto thee, O Lord, ourſelves, our ſouls, and 
bodies, to be a reaſonable, holy, and lively ſacri: 
fice unto thee; humbly beſeeching thee, that 
all we who are partakers of this holy Commu- 
nion, may be fulfilled with thy grace and hea- 


venly benediction. And although we be unwor- 


thy, through our manifold ſins, to offer unto 
thee any ſacrifice; yet we beſeech thee to accept 
this our bounden duty and ſervice; not weigh- 
ing our merits, but pardoning our offences, thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; - by whom, and with 
whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghoſt, all ho- 
nour and glory be unto thee, O Father Al- 


mighty, world without end. Amen. 


4 05 


Cbe Communion. 
ON ¶ Or this: 
AST and everliving God, we moſt hear- 
1 tily thank thee, for that thou doſt vouch- 
ſafe to feed us, who have duly received theſe 
holy Myſteries, with the ſpiritual food of the 
moſt precious Body and Blood of thy Son our 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; and doſt aſſure us thereby 


of thy tavour and goodneſs towards us; and 
that we are very members incorporate in the 
myſtical Body of thy Son, which is the bleſſed 
company of all faithful people; and are alſo 
heirs thro' hope of thy everlaſting kingdom, by 
the merits of the moſt precious death and paſſion 
of thy dear Son. And we moſt humbly beſeech 
thee, O heavenly Father, fo to aſſiſt us with thy 

ce, that we may continue in that holy fellow- 
ihip, and do all fuch good works as thou haſt pre- 

ed for us to walk in, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


ord ; to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, 


be all honour and glory, world without end, 


Amen. | 
q Then ſhall be ſaid or ſung, 


2 be to God on high, and in earth peace, 
good will towards men. We praiſe thee, 
we bleis thee, we worſhip thee, we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O 
Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Al- 
mighty. | 
Lord, the only-begotten Son Jeſu Chriſt ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takeſt away the fins of the world; have mer- 
cy upon us. Thou that takeſt away the ſins of 
the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that 
takeſt away the ſins of the world, receive our 
prayer. 'T hou that fitteſt at the right hand of 
God the Father, have mercy upon us. 


For 
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For thou only art holy, thou only art the 


Lord, thou only, O Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, 


art moſt high B the glory of God the Father. 


Amen. 


¶ Then the Prieft (or Biſhop, if he be preſent ) ſhall 
let them depart with this bleſſing : 

HE 4 of God which paſſeth all under- 

ſtanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: And the bleſſing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be amongſt you, and remain with you 
always. Amen. | 
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